






SAME DIFFERENCE 


N tVeKV 

THERE'S A LAUGH OR TWO 


Th^ niitives of Alj^eria, where AmeriroTi 
chewing gum w'as recently inlroitueed* it 
for money, preferring- it to f runes. They cull 
it “shoongum,” !n this country it is used for 
gluing the pedestrian sole to the pavement 
and is pronounced ^‘shoeing gum/* — Neiti 
York Times, 

» ♦ • 

CECIL 

Morale was low in the meter shop. 

Meter testing was about to stop 
All l-A*s w'ere at the battlefronts 
Nobody left but the 4-F ni nts. 

Then came Cecil and morale w'ent high« 

No need to ask the reason w'b>v 

For Cecil was gorgeous, so lovely and sweet 

She swept the 4-F's right off their feet. 

The old hu8ted*down tester with the rheu- 
matic pain 

Forgot all about his walking cane* 

Ife shaved his whiskers, slicked How-n his curl. 
He even wore a tie for the beautiful girl. 

Then came the blow that floored them all — 
The Navy needed women, Cecil answered the 
call* 

Dear, sweet Ceci!, so loyal and brave. 

Quit a good job to become a Wave. 

The poor old testers were broken hearted and 
sad. 

Vet down in their hearts they were really 
fflad, 

For with Cecil in the service liehind a gun 
The 4-F*s were safe from the treacherous 
Hun, 

For women aren't sissies, they*re made of 
good stuff, 

When it comes to a showdown, they arc 
plenty tough. 

Sot thank God for the women, so patriotic and 
true^ 

Fapecially the ones in the uniform of blue. 

So cheer up, 4-F*s, hold up your chin. 

With Cecil in the Navy» we're a cinch to win. 

Jay Gibson, 1, 0, 

* 4 « 

LOCAL UNION TAKES POSITION 
ON LOVE! 

A local union of hotel and restaurant em- 
ployees now has an official position on love. 
The ruling was made after the headwaiter 
at a swanky hotel complained that he saw a 
waitress sitting on a waiter's lap In a 
secluded part of the roof gartlen, Tbf head- 
waitcr called on the business agent to order 
the two to stop "such goingB-on/' 

"Me/* replied Martin, "’Who comes from n 
long line of Frenchmen, he asks me to stop 
people from love! For what did my anceators 
fighCr* 

The business agent pondered the case u 
while and came up with this dedsion: "You 
cannot atop love — but love should not be made 
on the boss* time* That should make every- 
body happy/*' Federated Prcee. 


la fhe Cerrespondenee mhtmns this month 
i, 0 cat Union No. SBi reports the death of tfs 
former member, Andrew fenoma to 

readers of this page as "Lineman Letmic/^ 
**/,riaeMiaa Lennie” had the ** not oral touetd* 
in ererythin^ he wrote. He contrihated rarely 
personal stnfff and often made the "tiW" on 
this joke page. 

Hr wifi he missed,, and his rare, flavorsome 
comments will not be replaced. 

4 • * 

THE NO’S HAVE IT 

No burbling creeks: 

No woodsy pics; 

No site on w'-hich 
Our tent to pitch; 

No broken cot; 

No files to swat; 

No fish to catch; 

No bites to scratch! 

No place to go — 

No gas, you know! 

Marsh At.L Lkavitt, 

L. IL No, 124, 

* * 4 

IF 

Il'itil to the late i?jirfyfird Kipling 

If you can don your spurs and belt. 

And cinch them up real tight. 

And climb a long, tall, rotten pole 
In the gloom of darkest night; 

If you can face the rain and sleet and snow. 
While ice forms on your coat, 

Your feet are Tvet, and your hands are cold, 
But you don't let it get your goat; 

If you can worm your way through a maze of 
wires 

That jolt you at every touch. 

And still you can grin and kid the boys. 
And say, it didn't hurt (much); 

If .vou can stand the gaff of a rough tough 
boss. 

And show not the least resentment; 

If you can smile and answer him* "Yes, sir!" 
In token of sweet resentment; 

If you can endure all of this grief, 

And register no complaints. 

You are not just a lineman, my son- - 
You are one of God's own saints, 

E. L. HAPfigH, 

L, U, No, 77. 

That moan you heard nfas Kipling nqnirming 
in his grave. 

* * * 

WVES CRACKS 

I ivag looking at some picturcM of the 
Eastern \var front and was very much im- 
pressed by one of them. 

“Holy Smoke!” t exclaimed to the Missus, 
"The Russians sure shot hell out of this town 
i f I'rsioniysl/' 

“Yeah/' responded my better half (so- 
cnllefl), "Looks like they shot moHt of the 
vowels out of it, too/' 

StEErv Stevk. 

L, V. No. U, 


TWO FROM AN OLD FRIEND 

Simpleton: "Watcher lookin' for?" 
Policeman; "We're Imiking for ii ilrowned 
man/* 

Simpleton: "Watcher want one for?" 

4 4 * 

Little hoy, to artist; "Watcha paintin', 
mister?” 

Artist; "That union hull over there.” 

Little boy; "Well, it sure needs it!" 

Al “LErrY” Vai'chn, 

L, ii. No, IH, 

4 4 4 

QUITE A CUANGi: 

I*ve oiled my "Kleins” and packed them away, 
Ami my hacksaw^ and reamer, too, 

I've hung up by "Sweet-Orrs" and drawn my 
last pay ; 

I'm G, I- till this w-ar is through. 

The tool bag has changed tn full field pack, 
The hickey to rifle and sling. 

Rut my hands won't he idle 'til I get back 
Tause Fm learning to use "tools” with a 
sting. 

That ride in the subway, day after day, 

Is one thing I left back in New Y'ork. 
fve learned to get there a new kind of way- - 
In the Army, to travel, you walk! 

Those deep apple pies mom used to make, 

I'm pushing out of my mind. 

I've developed a taste for the mess cook's cake, 
It's great after a day's weary grind. 

Seriously though, there's plenty vve miss — 
Our friends, our homes and our wives; 
Mostly our kids and their “nighty-night" 
kiss, 

Those things were once "tops" in our lives. 

But alt we give up weVe giving with cheer* 
'Cause we know that we're victory hound, 
And each day we're away is bringing us near 
To a peace that is lasting anil sound. 

Pvt. William Seeuicke, Jb., 

Formerly of L. G. No, 3, 

4 4 4 

YOU GUESS 

The young daughier, a hit like "Baby 
Snooks," was visiting her Daddy on a tori’ 
struction job. On their rounds of olmervation 
they paused a moment to watch ibe brick- 
layer. 

"What's that white stuff, Daddy?” 

"That's mortar, rlear; they use that to bn Id 
the bricks together/* 

"What holds them apart. Daddy V* 

Ray R. (J it ice) Welch, 

L. U. No. 415. 

4 4 * 

Our Hiock of jokes is getting fotn, 

IfVre running out of poems and so 
If'r call on you to lend a hand 
To (he "jofcc” page -ever in demand 
So come on ft rot he nt I 
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Chat 

The ax has fallen. The War Produc- 
tion Board has told the Electrical 
Workers' Journal to stay within its 
present limits of paper consumption. 
This simply means that for the months 
of October, November and December, 
this year, we must run only 312 pages. 
The pi^oblem of our Journal is not 
only the problem of cutting the weight 
of our paper and the size of our pub 
lication, but the problem of supplying 
our rapidly growing new members 
with the Journal. 


• 

However, there vvill be no sacrifice 
of interest or quality in this cut. The 
Journal will have the same dose con- 
tact with the intimate problems of the 
union and the same punch. It will not 
sacrifice appearance either. 


• This Journal will not be held responsible for views expressed by correspondents. 
The first of each month Is Ih© closing date ; all copy must be in our hands on or before. 
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It IB readily seen thnt our publica- 
tion makes conBiderabte sacrifice In 
this respect for the war effort. Our 
normal page run is 66 pages and we 
now are running only 32 pages. How- 
ever, the situation wlH improve. It is 
apparent that the war will soon be 
over — at least the European war^ — and 
there will be more paper available. 
The Journal stands ready, of course, 
to continue to serve our widespread 
membership. 

• 

Two new publications by local unions 
attract our attention: the I.B.EAV,- 
A.F.L. NewHf a publication of Local 
Union No. B-18, I. B. E. W., Los 
Angeles, It is intelligently edited and 
has lots of general news. T!ib Con- 
tact ^ published by Local Union No, 
B-1202, Defiance, Ohity, is dedicated to 
all employees in the American Steel 
Package Company in the services of 
our country, to the end that contact 
shall remain unbroken. This gives the 
title of the publication. The Contact. 
This is a lively publication of real 
vvorth. 


DISILLUSION 



I 
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By Marshall Leavitt, L. U* 124 


I used to dream of a South Sea isle 
Where palm trees nod and the trade-winds blow, 
Where life is soft and the tempo slow, 

And days march past in a sleepy file. 

Where maidens bathe, sans clothes, sans guile. 

In jewelled lagoons, dark eyes aglow- 
Where velvet nights and the jungle^s low 
Concerto charm with their tropic wile. 

A lad came back from there last week. 

Malaria lingers in his veins. 

He told of jungles, aye, and bleak 
Atolls, and heat, and endless rains. 

Do I still dream of lands below? 

Oh, no! Quite definitely, NO! 
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RECONVERSION, 

P^uaLU^n 0 ^ */« 4 ede ^imed. 


L abor has lost the first round in its 
fight for full employment. As a con- 
sequence the nation has lost consider^ 
able ground in its fight for stability and 
ad van cement Advocates for full employ* 
ment are digging in on what might be 
called the second line of defense. South- 
ern Democrats and Republicans in the 
Senate defeated the Kilgore bill, labor ^s 
bill, which provided a sane way to secure 
employment after the war. A similar bill 
is now pending in the House. 

For three years, labor and other social- 
minded groups have been trying to think 
through the steps by which full employ- 
ment can be attaineil after the war. This 
thinking had culminated in the Kilgore 
bill, probably one of the most compre- 
henHive economic documents produced in 
Congress for a decade. Though that bill 
haa been turned down by the reactionaries 
of the Senate, a fighting chance is left in 
the lower House to save its principles in 
a substitute measure. However, there is 
not much chance that a workable measure 
wdll emerge* Labor is cynlcaL It takes the 
position that we are once again about Ui 
follow the road which emerged out of the 
first ^Vorld War and led to the 1929 de- 
bacle. What are the problems and what 
are the points of conflict in the present 
^ituntimi? 

SURPLUS MATERIALS 

The first great problem has to do with 
surplus material. Due to the cost of the 
war effort the Army and Navy have 
bought and stored millions of tons of 
triattrlals which might have been use<l 
in ease the war continued over a longer 
period of time. These materials are of 
every description. It is readily seen that 
as to how surplus materials are handled at 
the close of hostilities will determine the 
state of the markets. If the war agencies 
dump this material on the open market 
ami it is bought up by speculators who in 
turn sell it at a high price, the necessary 
adjustments for orderly economic ad- 
vancement will be crippled. Already there 
are charges that speculators have had 
access to some of the materials, have 
bought them up, and have smuggled them 
■^ut in job lots at discreet intervals and at 


Involves labor profoundly, and de- 
termines whether great numbers 
of jobless men will walk streets 

key points. Nearly all business groups, 
including most trade associations, have 
petitioned the government to take charge 
of the surplus material problem and put 
it on an orderly basis. It is plain to see 
that only speculators wnmld profit by the 
dumping process. 

The executive council of the American 
Federation of Labor, meeting in Chicago 
in August, outlined this particular seg- 
ment of the reconversion problem by 
strongly advocating that huge stockpiles 
of building matei ials be properly handled 
ill order to advance a housing drive. The 
council w'ams that war production will be 
slashed 40 per cent overnight w^hen Ger- 
many surrenders. This means that con- 
tracts wdl! be cancelled, thousands of fac- 
tories will close and millions of workers 
will be thrown out of jobs. The council 
goes on to say: 

“The executive council strongly urges 
the immediate accelerution of the recon- 
version program wherever this can be ac- 
complished without interfering with the 
even flow of vital war production. 

'"One obvious field w'here this can be 
done most effectively is bousing and con- 
struction. The construction industry needs 
no reconversion. It is ready to go the 
moment the signal is giv^cn and materials 
are available. The market for new homes 
is tremendous. Every city in the nation is 
suffering from a .serious housing shortage. 
Tliis shortage will be rendereil more acute 
when the men in the armed forces begin 
returning home by the millions. 

^^Furthermore, launching of a large- 
scale nation-wide housing program will 
provide immediate employment for more 
than five million workers, not only in 
direct construction but in manufacture of 
home equipment and supplies. In fact, 
such a housing program is calculated to 
give the strongest imiietus to the posUvar 
recovery drive. 

“One serious ob.stacle to preparations 
for postwar housing and construction is 
the present shortage of building ma- 


terials. Many itenvs needed in construc- 
tion, such as lumber, wiring aud plumbing 
supplies, are now extremely scarce be- 
cause the same materials are in heavy 
demand for war purposes. 

^'The executive council therefore feels 
that production of these materials should 
immediately be greatly intensified. The 
surplus, not needed for the war program, 
should be stored up on stockpiles by the 
government in all sections of the country 
so that the housing program can get going 
at full blast the moment the war against 
the Nazis ends. 

“Delay in these preparations would be 
dangerous, if not fatal, to the nation*s 
po.qtwar economy. The executive council 
of the American Federation of Labor calls 
upon the government for prompt action/* 

snurLus facilities 

The second great problem of reconver- 
sion has to do with surplus facilities. In 
the hurried preparations for war the Gov- 
ernment entered the private business 
field. It is estimated that between 16 and 
18 billion dollars of facilities are owned 
outright or eontrolled by the Federal 
Government. What will be done with these 
facilities? One school of thought advo- 
cates that in the name of free enterprise 
these facilities should be scrapped or 
turned back to private interests, .Another 
school takes the position that certain 
standards should be set up for the turn- 
ing back of these plants and mills. The 
Kilgore bill set up certain standards for 
the transfer of these facilities. These 
standards were three: 

1, They shall be turned back in such a 
way as not to affect adversely the main- 
tenance and promotion of maximum em- 
ployment. 

2. They shall be turned back in such a 
way that they will not unduly dislocate 
domestic markets. 

*1. They will be turned back in such a 
way that they will not encourage monop- 
oly or undue concentration of industry or 
commerce or adversely affect small busi- 
ness or free competitive enterprise. 

At this point in the reconversion proc- 
ess it is apparent that there are deep and 
fiimiam ental conflicts, Tt is apparent that 
only great corporations could find the 
money to buy surplus plants from the gov- 
ernment. The small business could not do 
this. It is apparent that if an uncontrolled 
program is followed that monopoly and 
great wealth would be greatly increased. 

FUU. EMPLOYMENT 

The third great problem of reconversion 
has to do with the problem of maintaining 
full employment, which, it should be 
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WILL SMOKE POUR FROM THESE STACKS? 


fioted» is the fundamental guiding prin* 
ciple of the whole program. To any sane 
person it is apparent that employment 
ciinnot be left to chance. It was left to 
chance after the first World War and as a 
result hundreds of thousands walked the 
streets and ex-soldiers peddled apples for 
a living. There must be orderly processes. 
These orderly processes have to do with 
payment of adequate sums to soldiers and 
to civilians during the bridging period 
from war to peace* The Kilgore bill set up 
a maximum of $35.00 a week for a family 
of four. This tapered off to $20.00 for the 
individual worker. This one issue pre- 
cipitated a great hght in Congress and 
broke the Kilgore ranks. Later the Kil- 
gore group amended the bill to accept 
$25.00 as a maximum. It is apparent that 
the money spent is a small sum as com- 
pared with the ravages of great depres- 
sion upon the body politic. Then the ex- 
soldier and civilian w^orker must find 
ready employment exchanges or offices 
where he can report periodically and re- 
ceive guidance as to jobs. Opportunities 
must also be given for education and re- 
training. and the Kilgore bill offered an 
adequate program for this needed process. 

The goal of full employment is not an 
impossible goal as has been proved by the 
war period. As labor well knows we have 
been in an era of full employment, and 
every thoughtful person knows that by 
adequate arrangements and rational 
methods a transition could be made to 
peace and an economy erected that would 
give a job to every worker able and 
willing to work, 

I'LAN NOT CTI .VNCE 

Nothing in this process can be left to 
chance. Chanceful arrangements were the 


order of the day after the first World War 
with sinister results. There was no agency 
appointed by the Wilson government to 
take charge of postwar problems. The 
Kilgore bill adequately provided for a 
central agency to guide the nation back 
to normal pursuits. The Kilgore bill also 
provided for proper coordination of pres- 
ent agencies such as selective service, the 
War Production Board, social security, 
federal apprenticeship committee and 
others. 

The Kilgore bill w^ould have provided a 
hill to establish an office of war mobiliza- 
tion and adjustment. Already there are 
many agencies in the Federal government 
that are engaged with ,*?ome of the details 
of reconversion. Hut the job is so complex 
ami so large that no unauthorized agency 
can cope with the problem. 

Branching from these principal prob- 
lems with their sharp conflicts are, of 
course, other problems that could be 
labeled minor. For example, there is the 
problem of what to do for the stimulation 
of small business projects. It is certain 
that there has been quite a mortality in 
the small business during the war. It is 
also certain that if free enterprise is to 
be preserved, small business must be en- 
couraged, allowed to live and function. 

Second, there is the problem of captur- 
ing foreign markets. There is a whole 
school of thought in this field which takes 
the position that the entire question of 
prosperity in the next five years is tied up 
with foreign trade. It is apparent that 
there will be a good deal of this if we 
want to get it, because occupied countries 
have been completely denuded of re- 
sources and facilities, and these must he 
rebuilt and countries must be made going 


concerns. Certain international bankers 
will even go so far as to continue the 
lend-lease principle and lend money to 
these countries so they can rehabilitate 
themselves. 

Labor has a great stake in the projeev 
of producing full employment. It has ad- 
vocated such a course of action for years, 
though not in present terms. Labor has 
also advocated the principle of uniformly 
high wages on the grounds that you could 
not get full employment unless the per- 
sons who produced things can gel the 
money to buy them back. During the last 
60 years, alw’ays with some change of 
emphasis, labor has urged the re-distribu- 
tion of national income in such wise as to 
create a general level of high prosperity 
and, therefore, full employment. What ha;^ 
added strength to labor*s contention has 
been the success of full employment dur- 
ing war years. 

In 1939 the United States was produc- 
ing a national income of about 70 billion 
dollars a year. Now the national income 
lies between 140 and 150 billion dollars 
a year and there are business men who 
contend that this can usually be raised to 
200 billion dollars. Of course, all this 
wealth is useless unless it can be dis- 
tributed on an almost equitable basis to 
the underlying population, and this is 
where the principle of full employment 
ties up with the high wage theory. Cer- 
tain critics have taken the position that 
the principle of full employment and just 
distribution of national income arrived 
today out of the New’ Deal administra- 
tion. This is not true. It has been part of 
the labor theory for a half-century. 

In 1925 a Wall Street banker and a col- 
lege professor joined in a unique project 
of collaboration. The professor was Wil- 
liam Trufant Foster and the banker was 
Waddill Catch ings. They wrote and pub- 
lished a series of illuminating books, some 
of which are ^‘Profits,” “The Road to 
Plenty,” “Progress and Plenty,” and 
“Business Without a Buyer.” These two 
conservatives formulated an economic 
philosophy which has been labor’s un- 
consciously for years and which can he 
said to lead toward the fulfillment of the 
principle of full employment. Here is a 
summary of the thinking of the Wall 
Street banker and the professor: 

“It is an amazing factj however, that 
consumption cannot long keep the pace, 
since, as industry is now financed and 
corporate savings are now effected, the 
flow of money to consumers does not long 
keep pace with the flow of goods; and 
without a full flow of aionei/ into con- 
sumption there cannot be a full flow of 
goods into consumption. The necessary 
flow of money is not ku stained because, 
when the output is enlarged, producers do 
not disburse to consumers, directly or 
indirectly, an amount of money equal to 
the final sales price of their products. 
This failure of industry to provide con- 
sumers with enough money to buy its 
products is inherent in the profit system, 
for all payments by industry to consum- 
ers are advances made with the expecta- 
tion of recovering from consumers all 
that has been advanced, w^ith profits in 
addition. As husine^^s expands j>nd profits 
(Contimied on page 3071 
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ELECTRONICS Bokoc-l Ofue*vi 

Mo4u^cu^f No4*e*nlte^ 13 


T he L B. E. W* electronic school's first 
term will open Monday, November 13, 
at the Engineering College, Marquette 
Llnivereity, Milwaukee. The quota for this 
course is already filled, and other classes 
are rapidly filling up. The response from 
local unions has been strong and en- 
thusiastic. 

The November 13 date was chosen in 
order to permit local representatives to 
vote at home and in order for them to 
finish their six weeks’ course before the 
holidays. The second term will not start 
until after the New Year, probably Jan- 
uary S. Thereafter the terms will occur 
every six weeks, beginning on Monday 
ami ending Friday* 

HOME CLASSES, TOO 

Local unions are also making earnest 
preparations to bold classes Ihroughoul 
the year at local union hear! quarters, us- 
ing the Westinghouse course, securing 
their instructors from the 1, B, E. W. elec- 
tronics school or from some other source. 
The Westinghouse course is set up in such 
wise that it can serve 25 students. West- 
inghouse also has assembled materials 
for the making of a simple electronics 
machine that can be used as a labora- 
tory by the class* This is also being 
purchased by local unions* The following 
is a roster of Westmghouse representa- 
tives in various sections of the country 
who can be contacted for information 
about the course and purchase of the 
course: 

Atlanta 2, Georgia 
J* W* Brooks, 1299 Northside Drive, 
N* W. 

Boston 10, Massachusetts 
G. A* Swain, Jr., 10 High Street 
Chicago G* Illinois 

C. A. Emery, 20 N* Wacker Drive 
Philadelphia 4, Pennsylvania 
S. F. Johnson, 3001 Walnut Street 
Pittsburgh 30, Pennsylvania 

W. B* Montague, 306 Fourth Avenue 



Quofa for first term already filled. 
Other terms rapidly filling up. 
Unions enthusiastic 

San Francisco 4, California 

H* S* Schuler, 1 Montgomery Street 
St* Louis I, Missouri 

William McKechnie, 411 K* Seventh 
Stx^eet 
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Here are typical statements from local 
unions about the school: 

'^The dope on the electronics school is 
wonderful — a beautiful piece of planning 
and work by the L O, Hope all the local 
unions follow through. Good to see elec- 
tricians keeping up the pace.’' 

^*The electronics school is an important 
step in the progress of the electrical in- 
dustry. Wc should be very cureful of the 
men we choose because they should be 



good scholars and upon their return they 
ought to be capable instructors.” 

'^Congra tula t ions on the forethought in 
ha ving this program. The idea of the elec- 
tronics school is enthusiastically received 
by our members.” 

“The superintendent of schools highly 
commends the L B. E* W. in this educa- 
tional program ami will recommend to the 
local school board that they contribute 
financially in helping defray expenses in- 
curred in sending this repreaentative.” 

“We realize the importance of the 
training in the electronics field and the 
excellent opportunity offered for all local 
unions to participate in the electronics 
program.” 

“As a member of the 1, B. E, W* during 
the past 26 years 1 am pleased to note the 
progressive spirit displayed by the T, O. 
in the recently announced establishment 
of the L B, E. W, cdect i onics sehooL The 
article appearing in the August, 1944, 
issue of the Journal relative to this 
training program was both interesting 
and timely.” 

William F. Patterson, Director of Ap- 
prentice-Training Service of the Federal 


Government, recently made a speech at 
Madison, Wisconsin, in which he said: 
“The challenge then, to management, 
labor and government representatives 
alike, is to provide these younger re- 
turned veterans with the best possible 
types of ap>prenticeship program, closely 
geared to the needs of industry* The suc- 
cessful solution to this problem can pro- 
vide a large measure of employment and 
job security for several hundred thousand 
American youths, both veterans and non- 
veterans, in the peace era ahead* 



OkG AMZED I,ABOR AW.ATvE 
“That organized labor is aware of the 
need and importance of ever improving 
the knowledge and skill of its workers, 
is well exemplified by the recent deeision 
of the International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers to establish a training 
center in electronics at Marquette Uni- 
versity, At this training center, repre- 
sentatives from the various locals will 
take an intensive six weeks course in 
electronics theory and practice* 

“The purpose is twofold: to train the 
journeyman to go out and install and 
maintain electronic machines of the more 
common typej^, and to fit the journeyman 
to become an instructor so that he may in 
turn instruct members of his own local 
The International Office has requested 
that each local plan to train a class in 
electronics practices, and it is hoped that 
in this way more than 25,000 Electrical 
Workers will have their skills upgraded to 
Inciucie basic knowledge of this new field 
which has developed so rapidly under 
the pressure of wartime necessity. Large 
industrial producers of electronics equip- 
ment are cooperating in this program* 
“We believe it is highly significant 
that the Electrical Workers should have 
undertaken this highly advanced form of 
upgrading program for its members. 
Their organization always has been in 
the forefront of the movement for better 
apprenticeship and trade educational 
programs. They have seen the threat to 
the craft in any failure to keep abreast 
of modern indu.strial advances. No more 
farsighted statement on the part of any 
industrial leader could be imagined than 
that from President Brown of the 
1. B. E* W* in announcing this new" elec- 
tronic project. 1 want to read you part of 
his message* I quote: 

“ Hn view of the fact that the In- 
termuionnl Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers has the majority of skilled men 
in the electrical industry, the industry 
must look to the union for trained men in 
Uie elec trull ies field, Electronics elec- 
tricity is an advanced branch of the elec- 
trical industry* It is but natural that 
skilled mechanics already engaged in 
utility, maintenance, railroad, radio and 
electrical installation will furnish the 
best type of w'orkmen to enter and train 
members in the new field of electron icsV 
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04t ELECTRONICS ScUd 

By CHARLES L HOOD, Editor, Duluth Free Press 


EdilQT^^ Nolt: **1/ repeating the edi- 
tarial hi the columns of your Journal 
will inspire more to sfwrfy, or this tetter 
will aid in inspiring others to study ^ then 
fire it at them. WiBhing your organization 
the greatest success in an achievement so 
beneficial to allt feel free to call ujwn 7 ne 
for any added mtggestions if I cu7i heip*^ 
Thus a noted editor adds his valued 
comments to others^ who see our elec^ 
trojiics school project as a great new 
weapon of democracy. 


A\!TK ALL THY GETTING 
GET UNDERSTANDING 

L et the mind wander back to the first 
electric liiJrht in Duluth ^ the first tele- 
phone, the first electric street oar, 
phonograph, radio, automobile, vacuum 
cleaner, or any one of the many things 
developed in the last 50 years. Against 
that recollection of memory covering a 
large part of one*s life, what would hap- 
pen if all of these inventions were dumped 
into our laps in a brief space of live 
years? Would it be possible to keep up 
with the march of progress? Even as it 
was before the war, people found it diffi- 
cult to adjust themselves to the rapidly 
changing conditions* 

WAR SDEEDS TECHNOLOGY 

Telescoped down into a brief period, the 
wartime baby of electronics has out- 
stripped ail other branches of the elec- 
trical industry. Born, reared, and ma- 
tured already, it is now a four-billion- 
dollar industry, accomplishing in five 


Leader in Journalism in a great 
industrial area heartily approves 
of union’s enterprise 

years of intensive effort what ordinarily 
would require 50. Out of this production 
looms a new pressing problem. After this 
’War electronic machines will be used 
everywhere for lighting, cooking, clean- 
ing, industrial production, and without 
doubt still others as yet unthought of. All 
will admit that baking a good pie, or suc- 
cessfully operating an automobile re- 
quires experience* The same fact of re- 
quiring experience applies to all other 
things* Factories have been trying to sup- 
ply some trained men to install, operate, 
and to service these new machines* Some 
in the electrical field who had a bent for 
electronics have been available, but where 
to get the thousands upon thousands of 
trained men necessary to care for the 
rapidly expanding development w^as a 
serious question* Out of this need comes 
a nevr departure, one that is fraught with 
great possibilities, striking, startling, 
unique* 

UNION ACTS 

For the first time in the history of la- 
bor, the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers has ofilcially con- 
tracted with the Marquette university at 
Milwaukee, AVisconsin, to train from 650 
to 1,000 of their members in the prin- 
ciples of electronics. These col lege-t rained 


men will return to their local unions, each 
one pledged to train at least 25 new stu^ 
dents* It means that upwards of 25,00t 
men, skilled in the principles of elec- 
tronics, the installation, operating, and 
servicing of these machines, will bt 
available within one year* It is anothei 
expression of free enterprise* It provei^ 
what Americans can do without regi 
mentation* 

Labor deserves hearty applause foi 
having taken this long step ahead but let 
us not forget that the principles of elec- 
tronics, or the 700 odd bulbs which power 
their application were not developed by 
government but by free men using private 
initiative under a free enterprise system, 
The course of instruction for students in 
the local union is prepared by the AVest 
inghouse company, a course of study pre- 
pared primarily for AVestinghouse em- 
ployees* It contains subjects such as ekn- 
trollies and the electron theory of light 
The conversion of electricity into light w-i 
are reasonably familiar with, but the con 
version of light into electricity is, to Iht 
layman, an unknown quantity. Sound 
films and records give a clear visual ex- 
planation of theory and application* Pic- 
torial quix books among other things aid 
the student* 

INDIVIDUAL EXPRESSION 

Does any man deny wanting to be suc^ 
cessful? Ask a million men if they want 
to be complete failures in life. The answer 
will be an emphatic "no.'* Every normal 
person wants to be a success, but considei 
two salesmen, one on foot, the other use^ 
an automobile* Each time the man or 
foot reaches a merchant, he learns thai 
the other salesman in the auto had al 
ready been there and got the order* The 
one who failed to adopt the ways of prog 
ress also failed on the job. That problen, 
concerns us all* Unless we keep abreasi 
w'ith the changes of conditions, adopting 
the means of winning progress and there 
by able to meet competition we're dootnec. 
to extinction* An outstanding example of 
the failure to adopt the way*s of progress 
and its vital meaning is found in recem 
history* We invented the airplane, but oiii 
failure to adopt it as a means of nationa 
defense, and on a scale comparable witl 
other nations, may well have cost us on 
liberty. We may think we are floating oi- 
the crest of the wave, but actually hi 
sinking, by failure to keep up with tht 
times* 

The knowledge these men gain will af- 
fect their entire lives. Digging into field^j 
of science, they will acquire the habit of 
searching for facts. It will train them to 
search for cause and effect, for the propei 
relating of those facts* Briefly, they will 
become trained thinkers* They will aid. 
mold, and influence the means of produc- 
tion, distribution, and usage* It meam 
that by adding the slightest fraction of 
1 per cent of useful knowledge to the col- 
lective intelligence of this nation, living 
conditions will be made better for all* Let 
it be urged that other unions in all dif- 
ferent trades follow^ this example* Hereto- 
fore the trained, intensive thinking of 
men has been left to a few who were will* 
(Continued on page 392) 
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WEGENER MeeU. EISENHOWER 

Hook 


H aving Uaveltti by plane 12,000 miles 
in 18 days; buvinK liatl kmeli with 
General Eisenhower; having seen the 
havoc wi'ought by robtJt bombs in London; 
having visited the American headquar- 
ters in Cherbourg; having taJketl to 
German prisoners; having examined inti- 
mately the remarkable equipment of the 
American Army; having seen the de- 
vastation of France and the rapid wear 
and tear on materiel, A. L, Wegener* 
assistant to the presidentp Iivternational 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, re^ 
turned to the United States with a 
stirring message for all labor: 

THE MESSAGE 

*The things most urgently needed 
right now are addiliortal heavy 
trucks, tractors* I ires, heavy artil- 
lery, artillery and mortar am muni* 
tion, medium tanks* ships* walkie- 
talkie tnachities* communication wire* 
heavy ccmstruction equipment and 
cotton duck for tents. In France 
everyone from General Eisenhower 
down lives in tents, 

“It is imperative for the men and 
women on the production line to put 
every ounce of energy behind the 
production of these critical items. 
We cannot allow hope for an early 
termination of the war to dissuade 
us from this job. We have the ball on 
the five-yard line. Through maximum 
tcamw'<»rk between management and 


I- B, E* W, representative makes 
important journey to French 
battlefields 

labor* we can push the hall over for 
a touchdown, 

‘*If we do less than our best in this 
criiical hour* It w ill take us longer to 
finish the Job and fewer of our hoys 
will come home alive and whole,** 

One evening at 5:30 in the middle 
of .August, Mr, Wegener* Frank Fenton* 
director of organisation of the A. F. of 
L,, and Eric Peterson* vice pre>siflcmt of 
the Machinists* were at the airport in 
Washington, They took olT ami the next 
morning at 11 o’clock they landed in 
Scotland, From Scotland they journeyed 
to London where they had opportunity to 
meet important American military and 
civil heads. Thence they went to France. 
Tt. was there they met General Eisen* 
bower, General Bradley and other great 
American leaders. Their story of the 
devastating effect of war is graiihic: 

’Tt is a chilling* terrifying sight. No 
amount of looking at newspaper pictures 
or newsreels can prepare you for the 
horror of it, 

OESOLATION 

‘‘Block after block of houses have been 
reduced to rubble. Here and there a 
blackened chimney* a wall or even a frag- 
ment of a house t'emaing standing. The 
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A1 examines walkie-talkie at front, 

people of this town are beginning to 
return to this scene of desolation and 
destruction. They bring with them such 
belongings ns they were able to cart away 
when the shelling began. Some come on 
rickety trucks* some on bicycles and some 
on hay wagons, 

'‘Every time they move about in the 
shattered remains of their homes they 
run the risk of setting cfT a German mine 
or having a wall topple in on thenn But 
we have given them back their priceless 
heritage of freedom, and there is sign 
of sorrow or dejection in their manner. 

“Men* women and children aland hi 
the doorways and on the streets waving 
and smiling as the kmg convoys of trucks 
bearing our soldiers and supplies to the 
front go by,*’ * * * * 

“We are filled with pride for our Army, 
Its combat etliciency anti morale are high. 
It is w^e 11 staffed and wel 1-man ned — an 
Army representative in the highest sense 
of our great American democracy, 

“Everybody knows his job — from gen- 
erals to privates — and we are determined 
to get ourseh’^es to the job of finishing 
this war w'ith the same single-minded 
determination as the men at the front,’’ 

PRAISE FOR LABOR 

This American delegation of A. F. of L, 
leaders w-ent to the western front undoi 
the auspices of the United States Army. 
They report that on both sides of the 
channel everything they saw inspired 
tremendous pride in the Army and in 
,4merica. Interviews with General Eisen 
bower indicated that he was very en- 
thusiastic about the American production 
record. He gives credit to the production 
at home for the military successes. He 
urged the delegates to tell the people 
back home that the men in his command 
were proud of the civiliiuis. 

A delegation of C, T, O. representatives 
accompanied Mr. Wegener ami his 
colleagues. 

Mr. Wegener was fortunate enough to 
see two of his sons who are in the serv- 
ice in the French war area. 
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IKE GREETS AJU. TWO MIDWEST BOVS ON IMPORTANT MISSIONS IN FRANCE 
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UNIONS SiitCfleid 
Out ^0^ REGULATION? 


By JOHN a TOOMEY, L U, No. 6M 

iS the Reader" s Digest of August, 1944, 

I appeals an item condensed from an ar- 
■ ticie by Oswald G, Vill^rd in the June, 
1944, issue of the American Mercury 
entitled **Why Unions Must Be Regu- 
lated.” This piece in the Digest prints 
statements from James B. Carey, secre- 
tary of the C, L O,, and George L Lynch, 
president of an international union of the 
A. F. of L, {The American Mercury refers 
t# Mr. Lynch as president of the Pattern 
Makers League.) 

The Digest states that Mr, Carey 
astounded a round-table group by declar- 
ing that labor faced government regula- 
tion and should be regulated. The Digest 
quotes Mr. Lynch, “Unless the respon- 
sible unions actively support reasonable 
legal union regulations in the public in- 
terest then all unions will feel the wrath 
of public reaction — without reference to 
merits." 

What are “reasonable regulations"? 

Well, 1 donT know^ what was the com- 
position of that round-table group ad- 
dressed by Mr. Carey — neither do I know 
whether or not they were only astounded. 
Suffice it to say, I believe they probably 
were pleasantly astounded. What was the 
extent of regulation so iimbiguously re- 
ferred to by Mr. Carey ? Perhaps Mr. 
Carey ^s ambiguity in future statements 


Member takes exception to Read- 
er's Digest asseverations. Should 
professional men's associations 
also be regulated? 

needs regulation by his organization, in- 
asmuch as such ambiguity is unfavorable 
to unionism when it is uttered by, as the 
Digest states, the secretary of the C. L 0. 

The Digest states that Mr. Lynch used 
his abo%^e quoted remarks %vhile speaking 
at the Harvard School of Business Ad- 
ministration. 

SATISFY TIIF NEED 

One of the prime qualifications of a 
good salesman is to give his piospective 
customer that which said customer needs, 
or at any rate, what the eustomei’ believes 
he needs or desires most. Perhaps Mr. 
Lynch was unknowingly exercising his 
latent sales ability — ^the fact remains I 
am not. familiar with any prodigious ef- 
fort put forth by dear old Harvard on 
behalf of labor. 

The Digest article goes on to say that 
both of the statements attributed to 
Messrs. Carey and Lynch were amazing 
breaks in the normal attitude of labor 


leaders, which has been one of vehemem 
opposition to any regulation of the unions 
whatsoever. 

Webster defines the word union as, 
among other things, combination. Do the 
gentlemen, Carey and Lynch, in their 
references to unions also include granges, 
guilds, county medical, county bar and 
county dental associations and other like 
combinations that are founded for the 
aggrandisement of their members, or do 
they want the regulation to apply only 
to labor unions which exist as a necessary 
protection against exploitation of. labor? 

Labor unions have accomplished more 
in their efforts to raise the standard of 
the American people than all other agen- 
cies combined. Armies ami navies gen- 
erally fight to preserve a standard of liv- 
ing that has already been established. 

Perhap.s some of the professions with 
which we are more familiar need a little 
regulation. When an individual visits u 
member of the bar on a legal mattci 
almost the first action to take place is the 
payment of a retainer, and this prior to 
any real activity on the part of the lawyof 
except listening in passivity. This pay- 
ment of a retainer is generally only the 
fit*st of a long series of costly payments. 
The amount paid varies according to 
whether you are talking to an attorney or 
a counsellor-atdaw. It is of course under- 
stood that both designations could belong 
to the same individual. A visit to a dentisi 
results in practically the same procedure. 
It is not an uncommon thing to be sent to 
an extraction specialist. 

WORK OP Si’EClALISTS 

The cost of a visit to a medical practi- 
tioner is to a great extent determined b\ 
a medical man practicing as an ordinary 
M.D. or as a self-designated specialist 
The medical man first asks his patient. 
“What's wrong with you?" and proceeds 
with an examination, makes a diagnosis 
and prescribes medicine which he sin- 
cerely thinks and hopes will cure you. 
Many times he w-ill ask you to submit a 
sample of urine to a laboratory for analy- 
sis for sugar content. Of course, you 
pay an additional fee to the laboratory 
for the urinalysis or in case of a sedi- 
mentation count, you proceed to a labora- 
tory liiui a sample of blooil is taken by an 
employee (nurse). A fe^e as well as the 
blood is extracted and a report sent to 
your medical man. It is out of the ques- 
tion for your medical man to make a 
urinalysis or a sedimentation count (time 
involved is a factor in the latter). How- 
ever, it is usually done by a nurse. 

In contrast with the above, a motor 
stops — goes dead^ — will not run. An elec- 
trical man is called in. but receives no 
pay, no retainer, unless and until that 
motor again functions properly. If the 
electrical man in his wisdom and out of 
his knowledge recommends the purchase 
of a new motor he frequently receives no 
compensation for his time spent in con- 
sultation or diagnosis unless he receives 
the job of installation. If a doctor or a 
lawyer or a dentist were to bring a motoi 
to an electric shop for repair and an 
electrician should disassemble the motoi 
(Continued on page 307) 
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Oin^o^Uant Meetuu^ 

04f, Clect/UcxU 9*tifiecia>i'i 


T HK anmud meeting's of the various 
Heetious of the Internatitmal Assn- 
diition of Electrical Inspectors are 
being: hul<l us usual this year in varions 
parts of the United States. The inspec- 
tors face the possibility that a new Na- 
tional Electrical Code will be drawn in 
1045 and promulgated, but they also faco 
the fact that during the war years, there 
has been a degradation of standai ds ami 
the instaliation of much in egular work. 
What is to be done by the industry in 
face of these conditions will determine 
the program of the inspector meetings in 
large measure. 

ELECTRICAL FIRES ON INCREASE 

Point is given to these meetings by the 
fact that figures submitted to various 
groups indicate that electrical fires are 
on the increase* Authorities also state 
that electrical fires will continue to in- 
crease and reach their peak as a i^esult of 
bad wiring about 1950. 

The International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers, which is a cooperative 
organi^saiion in the inspectors set-iip, has 
ha si representatives at all of the sections 
involved. President Ed J. Brown ad- 
dressed the Western Section meeting at 
Indianapolisn 

These meetings gain significance by the 
fact that they become congresses for the 
entire electrical industry by reason of the 
fact that all branches of the industry are 
locked into the inspectors^ organization. 
The following is the schedule of the 
meetings: 

Korthw'estern Section, Olympia, Wash- 
ington, August 21-23 
Southwestern Section, Modesto, Cali- 
fornia, August 28-30 
Western Section, Indianapolis, Indiana, 
September 11-13 

Etxstern Section, Albany, New York, 
September 18-20 

Southern Section, Atlanta, Georgia, 
September 25-27. 

NEW ORDINANCE PASSED 

James D. Lynett, national president of 
the inspectors, will go to the meetings 
^his year faced with a difficult situation 
due to the rapidly dwindling ranks of in- 
spectors. Mr. Lynett ’will also go with 
considerable prestige inasmuch as he has 
been able to secure the passage by the 
New A^ork City Council of a remarkable 
new^ city ordinance which sets high stand- 
ards. This was done in the face of pres- 
ent conditions and serves notice on the 
country that the inspectors are not going 
to take the situatiem lying down. 

Mr. Lynett, supervising 'hief inspector, 
Department of Electricity, New York 
City, entered the electrical construction 
business in 1902 as an electriemn’s helper. 


Face problem of degenerated 
standards v/!th forthrightness. 
Electrical fires Increasing 

Later he spent two years as a high ten- 
sion switchboard operator anil then rp- 
tiij’ned to the electrical construction busi- 
ness. becoming in succession journeyman 
electrician, assistant, and foreman dec- 
triduri. 

In 1912, Mr, LjTiett successfully com- 
peted in the civil service examination for 
electrical inspector for Xe’ViV AA>rk City 
and was assigned to the Staten Island of- 
fice where he became assistant chief in- 
spector and then chief inspector for a 
period of 13 years. In 1934, after com- 
petitive examination, he was assigned as 
supeiwi.sing chief electrical inspector of 
the division of electrical inspection, De- 
partment of Water Supply, Gas and Elec- 
tricity for New York City, and still occu- 
pies that position. 

Mr. Lynett graduated from the Stuy- 
vesant Evening Technical School and 
Pratt Institute, majoring in electrical 
engineering. For over 11 years he taught 
in the evening technical high schools. lie 
has been active in code work for the past 
2(1 yeai'K, and has recently finished a three- 
year job of eoinpletely revising the New 
York City Electrical Code. He served two 
years in the U. S. Navy during World 
War 1 as chief electrican and warrant 
officer and is a member of the American 
Legion and the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars. 

A good deal of time was utilized at all 
the section meetings in a discussion of the 
1940 National Eleetrk-al Code and the 
1943 Supplement to the National Elec- 
trical Code. Since the war the code has 
been virtually suspended, and regulations 
meeting new conditions w^ere promulgated 
by the emergency committee. 

The scope of the thinking of the in- 
spector is revealed by topics such as the 
following: 

Substitution of materials and methods 

Ee-inspection 

Increased loads on inadequate installu- 
tions 

Sales control 

Education of the inspector 

Infra-ieii industrial heating 

Electronics 

New peacetime materials in the wire 
situation. 

PL R POSE OF CODE 

W. A. Haig of Milwaukee, sub-chair- 
man of the 1. A. E. I. postwar planning 
committee^ has summarized the situation 
as follows: 

"The National Electrical Code is a coL 
lection of rules and regulations governing 
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Secretary. 1. A. E. I. 


the installation and, to a certain extent, 
the use of electrical equipment. It.s pur- 
pose is to reduce the hazard from elec- 
trical fires and accidents by specifying 
the exact manner in which electrical ma- 
terials, devices and appliances shall be 
installed and maintained. The rules in 
the code are the result of the united 
efforts of insurance, electrical architec- 
Utral and other allied interests, together 
with the desires of various national or- 
ganizations associated with or interested 
in the affairs of the electrical industry. 
The Code was urigiually drawn in 1B97 
and for many years now it has been con- 
sidered as one of the fundamental docu- 
ments of the entire electrical industry. 
It is the product of an evolution which 
has steaclily progressed and its develop- 
ment and improvement were not accom- 
plished in a single step. It is rather the 
result of the patient labor of all brancheE 
of the electrical industry for the past 47 
years and therefore there does not appear 
at this time to be any suggestions or 
sound recommendations that the authoi 
could make for changes in its maintenance 
or development. 

"‘Soon after Pearl Harbor, things began 
to happen to the National Electrical Code. 
The United States Government began to 
commandeer many materials for war pur- 
poscH, among which w^ere copper ami rub- 
ber. This hit the electrical industry and 
particularly the National Electrical Code 
in a vital spot, because the United States 
(iovernment requested the National Elec 
trical Code people to revise their code to 
save copper and rubber and other vital 
war materials. This resulted in ‘emer- 
gency amendments' to the code by a spe- 
cial war emergency committee. This com- 
mittee functioned properly and from time 
to time issued emergency amendments 
allowing substitute materials and meth- 
ods. Some of these sub.stiiute materials 
have proved themselves as good and in 
some cases even better than the original 
materials. It goes without saying that 
these materials should be retained aftei 
(ConUnued on page 
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S ENATOR James E. Mxirray of Mon- 
tana, who has sponsored a number 
of bilis originating with labor, has 
introduced a bill in the Senate to create 
a Missouri Valley Authority* This bill 
apparently has in view the same kind of 
water control development of the great 
Missouri River as was exercised in the 
Tennessee River in the Southland. The 
bill has been referred to the Committee 
on Agriculture and Forestry. 

Much interest has been manifested in 
the Missouri region and some kind of 
control of the Missouri River* This river 
goes on periodic rampages, wreaking 
death and havoc on farms, villages and 
cities* 

The Sf. Lmm -Dispatch, powerful 
liberal newspaper of St* Louis, says : 

“The Missouri River is uncontrolled. 
This valley has not been made safe. Be- 
tween the Great Lakes and Oklahoma, 
between the Great Divide and Canada, 
the people live in fear* to the north, of 
the drought that stays always on the 
land; to the south, of flood* 

ITNCONTROU.Rl) FLOODS 
mSASTROUS 

“Today, one million of the Mis.souri 
Valley's acres lie under the wildly uncon- 
trolled flood waters of the river in the 
states of Missouri and Illinois* Six thou- 
sand persona have been driven from their 
homes* More than a half-million acres of 
crops have been destroyed* 

“Wheat has been lost, that was to be- 
come the grain alcohol to make the 
synthetic rubber for our armies. Food 
has been swept away, that was to have 
fed us and our fighting comrades* Cattle 
and hogs safe after the flood's passing 
are still partly lost, for they will be sold 
un fattened, now that the growers lack 
barns and feecK 

“(n St, Louis and St* Charles counties 
alone, the crop loss is estimated at 
$2,000*000. In the entire Missouri Valley 
the damages of the flood of the spring of 
1044 are expected to be as great as the 
damages of the floods of the spring of 
1943, if not greater; and they were esti- 
mated at $26,000,000 . * * 

^'How long will the people of the valley 
states stand this fruitless bickering while 


Modelled on TVA, great river of 
west would be brought under 
control 

their homes, their crops and their lands 
arc washed away in the stream that has 
become the Missouri Valley’s sorrow? Of 
ail the representatives in the two houses 
of Congress, is there not one who will 
have for the Missouri Valley the vision 
which George Norris had for the valley 
of the Tennessee? Patience has not only 
a beginning; it has an end; and the 
patience of the people w'ith devastating 
floods is running out/’ 

WATERWAY I.ONGEST IN WORLD 

The Missouri River with the Missis- 
sippi River forms the largest watershed 
in the woi'ld. The Missouri River is 2,945 
miles long whereas the lower Mississippi 
below the Missouri Is 1,255 miles* The 
total is 4,200 miles. The great Nile is 
only 4,000 miles long; the great Ama55oii, 
3,900 miles; the great Ob, 3,200 miles, 
the great Yangtze, 3,100 miles long* 

The Missouri River has its origin in 
southwestern Montana at Three Forks, 
It is formed by the confluence of the 
Jefferson, Madison and Gallatin Rivers. 

The headwaters of the Missouri River 
are found dose to the crest of the Rocky 
*Mountains liear the Montana- Idaho 
boundary 20 miles west of Yello'wstonc 
National Park* The stream known in its 
upper course as the Red Rock Creek* in 
its middle course us the Beaverhead River 


and in its lower course a.s the Jefferson 
River (see map) is considered as the 
upper section of the Missouri, although 
the name “Missouri" does not apply until 
the juncture at Three Forks. The source 
of this stream is 8,000 miles above sea 
level* 

Drainage Area: The drainage area of 
the Missouri River is 530,000 square 
miles* Of this 2,650 square miles are in 
Canada, 627,450 in the United States. 

Rainfall: The avci‘age rainfall of tht- 
area drained by the Missouri is 20*9 
inches. Of this only about 15 per ceni 
drains off at the mouth. 

Discharge: The Missouri River sup- 
plies about 14 per cent of the final dis- 
charge of the Mississippi into the Gulf 
of Mexico. 

The rate of flow varies greatly with 
the seasons of the year. Normally there 
are two high stages, the first crest coming 
in April, caused by spring rains and 
melting snows on the plains* and the 
second in June, caused by snows melting 
up in the mountain regions. 

Information is available as to the ap- 
proximate variations in rates of discharge 
at two points: Sioux City, Iowa, and 
Kansas City, Missouri, 

Awnimf discharge I'n 
enhic feet per second 
at Shujc City at Kansas City 
Minimum __ 12,000 23,000 

Maximum 200,000 500,000 

Fluctuations between extreme high 
water and extreme low water at Pierre, 
Sioux City and Kansas City are: 

E Continued on page 383) 
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By MARIUS HANSOME, Ph.D., Director of Education, The City of 
Arts, New York City 


(Continned from last month ) 

I HAD a special mterview with Captain 
Martin Pratt at police headquarters. 
He has a modern view with regard to 
the function of his department; he is a 
strong advocate of ample recreation as a 
preventive of anti-social conduct* He has 
28 deputy sheriffs who cover l{)9,UGtj pa- 
trol miles within the city. Six motor 
cycles are doing 24 hours duty, Thi^ee 
police cars are equipped %vith a two- 
way radio* 

Captain Pratt showed no hesitation 
whatever in sharing the following sta- 
tistics: 

POLICE STATISTICS FOR 1913 

In 1943, the police received 4,010 emer- 
gency calls relating mainly to family dis- 
putes, automobile controversies, drunken- 
ness* There were 847 anests on charge of 
drunk and disorderly; 165 arrests for 
being under the influence of alcohol on a 
public highway; 91 automobile accidents 
in which 50 persons were injured; 69 per- 
sons were injured variously; there were 
139 criminal arrests of which automobile 
thefts constituted the majority; 29 per- 
sons attempted suicide (four were suc- 
cessful); one child was killed, another 
drowned; there were 403 juvenile cases, 
215 of these reached the juvenile court as 
repeaters* 

These statistics compare very favorably 
with like-sized towns. And, it is alleged 
that officers in Van port arrest on the 
slightest provocation in order to create a 
deterrent against anti-commimal action. 
Portland newspapers are always ready 
Ko magnify any untovrard event at Van- 
port. Some Portland judges are w'ell- 
knowm for theii' severity tow'ard Vanport 
transgressors of the law* 

Captain Pratt is constantly trying to 
raise fumis at dances for play equipment* 
He also complains about utterly inade- 
quate space. The number of children in 
Vanport need 10 times the play space, 
declared the police chief. He sponsors a 
boys' brass band, boy scout troops, and 
various sport groups. Since the Columbia 
River is too swift and treacherous for 
children to swim in, and the adjacent 
ploughs are unsanitary. Captain Pratt 
hopes to interest the federal authority in 
providing a swimming pool such as Mayor 
La Guardia brought about in Gotham. 

While I was standing outside the 
police and fire stations a newly-arrived 
woman came up and told a sail tale that 
her precious laundry of silk undies, pa- 
jamas and satin robes in time had been 
swiped from the line* 


Recreation, reading, schooling, 
problems of space, duly reviewed 
by sociologist 

I chanced to meet the entire recreation 
staff during the noon hour interlude. I 
asked the personnel: ‘‘What is one of your 
greatest problems?” “Space/' came the 
chorus. So also said the Captain of police* 
The recreation workers were nevertheless 
the jolliest people I met in Vanport* That 
department fosters a varied program of 
dramatics, .singing, rhythmic dancing, 
acrobatics, handwork, fine aids and shop 
activities* This work has already helped 
to prevent truancy w^hich is quite a prob- 
lem in Vanport as can be gathei'ed readily 
from the fact of a continuous tujmover 
in the population. 

The Federal Housing Authority in- 
cluded the building of a library for adults 
and high school pupils. The building is 
probably the best appointed in the town, 
centrally located, unlike the ill-placed 
movie theatre* The library is under the 
guidance of the Library Association of 
Portland* with Miss Eleanor Touhy in 
charge. It was opened August, 1943, wdth 
2,500 books on the open shelves and with 
space for twice that number* The opera- 
tional expenses derive from the Lanham 
Act fund. 

THE REAmXG PIJRUC 

During the first month* 1,300 persons 
registered at the library. The members 
of the staff had some difficulty at first in 
understanding their patrons owing to 
strange, exotic accents and colloquial 
dialects. The rules for borrowing had to 
he changed since borrowers could not 
furnish two local references; they were 
total strangers even to their nearest 
neighbors. So the librarian issued cards 
upon identification only* The more regular 
reader.s hail from the metropolitan areas 
of New York City* Chicago, San Fran- 
cisco and Minneapolis* Minnesotans are 
credited wfith being the most omnivorous 
readers. 

Seventy per cent of the first month's 
circulation was fiction* High school stu- 
dents comprise a majority of the fre- 
quenters* Many an adult, *IfiTct6T7e dictult 
paid his first visit to a library in Vanport 
City. 

“Do you lose many books?” I inquired* 
“The fines collected on overdue books 
more than take care of the losses /' said 
Miss Touhy* “Incidentally," she added* 
“we have no discipline problem with the 
adults and the high school pupils — they 
seem to enjoy meeting their friends here 


of A^tcuhure rfaotn 

Children play a large part in plans at 
Vanport City* 



and to read with them, but I wish I could 
say the same for the very small children 
who come in with their parents, though 
we are becoming resigned to the fact that 
apparently parental discipline is a thing 
of the past" 

“How do you interpret the feeling.s of 
the residents here? Some seem to feel 
that they don't belong," 1 suggested* 

“The residents are not very happy/' 
admitted Miss Touhy, who hears many an 
ill-concealed plea for understanding and 
sympathy. “Uprooted from their homes 
and friends, and set down in a mushroom 
town thousands of miles away, they are 
bewildered, emotionally tied-up, and ill- 
at-ease in a sti'ange environment. Many 
of them feel that long-time Portland resi- 
dents are unfriendly (it must be admitted 
that some of us are not as hospitable as 
we might be), and they are strangers in 
a stJ'ange land*" 

The books for grade school children are 
handled by three separate school libraries. 
The little folks keep the full-time librar- 
ians extremely busy checking books out 
and in, 1 noticed. 

VANPORT CHURCH SERVICES 

The Portland Church Council* under 
the direction of Reverend Frank A. 
Shu Its* has organized the united church 
ministry for Vanport City. Eight full-time 
ministers live on the grounds. Services 
are m part non-denominational and are 
maintained by the Portland Church Coun- 
cil. Meetings are held In the various 
school halls* Probably between two and 
three thousand are in attendance on Sun- 
days. Catholics and Lutherans function 
(Continued on page 388) 
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The Jouroal of ELECTRICAL WORKERS and Operators 


EMPLOYMENT 

96, Na M4fiU 


O VERTIME work was the order of the 
day for Electrical Workers throii^bout 
1043. Ajimial employment reports » 
sent in by local unions to the Interna- 
tioikal Office of the L B. E. W. and ana- 
lyzed by the organization's Research De- 
partment, reveal tha* our members put in 
an average of 2,385 man-hours of employ- 
ment per person last year. 

The average work-week was just under 
46 hours- 

Employment amounting to 2,385 work- 
ilig hours in a year means 305 hours in 
excess of the standard, full-time working 
year- — or approximately 15 per cent over- 
time, The '^standard,” 2,080 man-hours 
annually, is based on 62 weeks of labor 
at 40 hours a week. It contains 260 work- 
ing days. 

I. B. E. W. records show that Electrical 
Workers averaged 208 days per member 
during 1043, or the equivalent to 38 days 
of overtime. This compares wdth an over- 
all average of 18 days of overtime during 
the preceding year, 1942. 

BASED ON FACTUAL INFORMATION 
Our figures are based upon actual rec- 
ords kept from week to week by a signifi- 
cant proportion of the L B. E. W. mem- 
bership. The data covers members who 
are engaged in the various electrical in- 
dustries and, of course, does not take into 
account members now in military service. 

The L B. E, W. system of keeping 
factual employment statistics is now in 
its 14th year. It was first adopted at the 
start of 1931, Today the records outline 
a vivid story, depicting the wide swing of 
the cycle from the early days of the de- 
pression, through its depths to the heights 
of peak wartime activity- 

Table I (column two) shows the com- 
posite average employment for all I, B. 
E, W. locals which filed annual state- 
ments with the International Office dur- 
ing this period. It also indicates sum- 


Wlte*t FULL 


Electrica! Workers, through over- 
time, achieve a Utopian level of 
Job abundance in 1943. Research 
report 

maries of the reports submitted by locals 
engaged in two of the major branches of 
our trade, 

TABLE I 


Average Number of Man-IIour.s Worked 
per Member^ — 1931 to 1913 



All 

Inside 

Electrie 


Reportinff 


U tint If 



Loca Is 

Locals 

1943 - _ _ 

2,385,0 

2,085.0 

2,178.6 

1942 

2,222.6 

2,211,8 

2,045.7 

1941 . . _ 

1,951.2 

L90LO 

2,030,7 

1940 . ^ 

1,645.4 

1,406.4 

2,024.3 

1939 

1,453.5 

1,318.2 

1,708.7 

1938 .. 

1,466.7 

1,272.6 

1,709.3 

1937 

1,658.3 

L60&.6 

1,914.0 

1936 

1,493.0 

1,290.3 

1,073.1 

1035 - 

1,236.8 

905.3 

1,855.9 

1034 

067.7 

680.2 

L723.7 

1033 

823.1 

515.4 

1,700.9 

1932 

738.2 

603.5 

1,504.7 

1931 

931.3 

S87.4 

2,002.5 


Column three details the course of em- 
ployment experience for members en- 
gaged primarily in phases of the building 
construction industry* Column four indi- 
cates that of members employed chiefly in 
the electric power and light industry. 
The figures representing construction, 
or “inside wire men'* locals, included 40 per 


cent of all LB. E. W. members covered 
in the reports received for 1943. The data 
chronicling the various types of locals in 
the electric utility industry comprised 13 
per cent of the total. 

MEMBERSHIP DIVERSIFIED 

In addition to the material received 
from construction and utility locals, th< 
L B. E. W, totals shown in column thre< 
embrace reports fi^om locals composed of 
members employed in production and 
maintenance work in wartime manufac' 
turing plants, in shipbuilding, in the 
radio broadcasting, telephone and elec- 
tronics industries and in servicing or 
operation of other types of electrical 
equipment. Many of the locals have mem- 
bers engaged in combinations of several 
separate branches of our j’urisdiction. 

Table II shows for significant years tht 
information given in Table I expressed af 
percentages of standard full-time employ 
ment. 

TABLE II 

Average Percentage of Full-Time 
Employment* 



All 

Inside 

EUefrif 


Reporting 

Wire men 

Utiliig 

Year 

Locals 

Locals 

LocaU 


(Per ) (Per cent) (Per cent 

1943 

114.7 

100.2 

104.7 

1942 

100.B 

106.3 

98.4 

1941 

93.8 

91.4 

97.6 

1939 . 

70.1 

03.4 

82.1 

Depre^Aion 
low •• , 

35.5 

24.8 

72,3 


• FuU-time employment equals 2.0SO man- 
hours of work per year for each membet 
covered. 

■* Low point of depression was reached in 
1932 for all reporting locals combined and 
for electric utility locals: in 1933 for Insidt 
wlrcmcD locals. 

In the construction industry, employ- 
ment of electricians fell off nearly 6 pei 
cent from the 1042 level. This is in keep- 
ing with the fact that w-artime construe 
tion activity reached its peak in the mid 
die of 1942 and has dropped markedlj 
since that time. 

NON -CONSTRUCTION WORK RISES 

In the electric utility industry our em- 
ployment rose 6 per cent during the yeai 
while that of all reporting I. B. E, W. 
members combined increased 7 per cent. 
Such changes reflect signiflcantly the 
shifting tempo of our economy as we 
swung into the full force of the war pro- 
duction program. 

During the year employment for otn 
members was at its lowest level in the 
month of January and reached its all- 
time peak (a.s far as our recoi^ds go) in 
the month of September, when it stood at 
123.1 per cent of normal, full-time em- 
ployment. A high level of activity waf 
maintained throughout the remainder of 
1943, We presume that it still holdi 
today. 


EMPLOYMENT OF LB.E.W. MEMBERS 

AVERAGE MAN-HOURS Of WORK PER MEMBER 
BY YEARS, 1931-19*13 


AVERAGE NO. OF MAN-flOURS 
V/ORKED PER MEMBER 


2,500 


a. ODD 


1,500 


1,000 


500 





■ ALL REPORTING LOCALS 
Ca INSIDE WIREMEN^S LOCALS 
am ELECTRIC UTILITY LOCALS 






2,5 0 0 


2.000 


1,500 


1,000 


500 
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QUEBEC-HYDRO h 

Q04^ifUai4aM/iA44, 


By H. M. NEVISON. Presideni, L U. No. 492 


I N recording the electrical era we must 
tiike cognizance of the growing general 
mo%*ement toward public ownership and 
the recent history-making decision of the 
government of the Province of Quebec, in 
the Dominion of Canada^ to purchase, 
whether by negotiation or by expropria- 
tion, the electrical generating and dis- 
tributing properties together with the 
domestic and industrial gas distribution 
system of the Montreal Light, Heat and 
Power Consol iilaled, which w'as the larg- 
est private enterprise of its kind in 
Canada, 

in the opinion of the writer, it was in- 
evitable that this event take place, not- 
withstanding the strong opposition of the 
poww trust and large financial interests 
with which it was connected and the fine 
record it had of paying good dividends 
in poor years as %vcll as good over a long 
period of time, with several stock splits 
and a cash bonus of over 32 millions of 
dollars distributed to shareholders in 1926 
by a free issue of S50.00 par value pre- 
ferred stock for each share of common, 
folio wc(l immediately by cash redemption 
of the preferred shares. 

It might have been a fair and proper 
method to distribute some of the accrued 
profit a*ul loss surplus, but as it was a 
cash distribution ccjual to 50 per cent nf 
the then $100.00 par value common 
shares, it wiis an argument used by op- 
ponents of the company that the public 
was being exploited. 

TAX SITUATION 

When one studies the over-ail position 
of the two ne.xt-door neighboring prov- 
inces of Ontario and Quebec, wdth On- 
tario’s grandiose hydro-electric system 
worth over half a billion and paying prac- 
tically no taxes on the one hand and the 
private companies on the other paying 
20 millions last year to the Federal gov- 
ernment (the Montreal Light, Heat and 
Power Consolidated alone paid over seven 
millions in 19 U, over eight millions in 
1942, and about nine millions in 1943), 
this Federal tax discrimination in favor 
of Ontario's hydro allowed that province 
to offer cheaper power to new industrial 
enterprises. This actually fostered On- 
tario's development at Quebec's expense 
and is only one compelling force and 
reason that it was inevitable that the 
government would take over this power 
company and eventually others as well, 
especially w'hen looking to the future 
industrial position of the province. 
Another reason was this queer situ- 
ation: Quebec generates well over four 
million horsepovrerj Ontario's Govern- 
ment-owned system less than two and 


Quebec looks toward moderniia- 
tion of its wholesome life through 
low-cost electricity 

one-half million horsepower, and of the 
power produced in Quebec over one miL 
lion horsepower is now being exported 
to Ontario, thus enabling them to pro- 
duce and manufacture many products 
%vhich could just as well be manufactured 
in Qimhec. ft was ironical that this same 
po^ver produced in Quebec could be sold 
cheaper in Ontario than it could in the 
province in which it originated. 

This fine, old Province of Quebec is 
lavishly endowed with low-cost hydro- 
electric power. In the new world of to- 
moiruw which we hear so much about, 
\s*hen constructive effoits really get 
working on the scientific innovations per- 
tain in g to the products of electro-metal- 
lurgical and electro-chemical science; in 
the great new field of electronics; with 
rural electrification being extended on a 
grand scale; and with the completely 
electrified farm and home a fact Instead 
of a wilLo'-the-wisp as it has been for 
ycurs, Quebec should and will be able to 
hold its own against the world. Over 1(J 
million more horsepower is w^alting to be 
harnessed in this province, ami the 
proximity of this hydro-electric pow'er to 
tide- water facilities adds greatly to its 
economic importance. This new Quebec 
Hydro-Electric Commission will, I am 
sure, realize its duty and assume its fair 
share of the responsibility for post-war' 
production and employment of this truly 
overwhelming suimrioiity in the field of 
hytlro-electrics. 


Where does the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers fit in, in 
this picture? Right where it should, in 
the forefront of anything which ia con- 
structive in or for the electrical industry^ 
As we feel electrical energy is the pri- 
mary source of most industrial activity, 
we of Local 492 of Montreal would like 
to see more of Quebec's power used in 
Quebec. We would like to see more sub- 
stations, more factories right at home, 
more work for our own people, which in 
the end will mean a better standard of 
living. 

IREW IN PICTURE 

Local No. 492 of Montreal is pleased 
to say the new Quebec Hydro-Electrical 
Commission has been very cooperative 
with its employees since its inception. 
We have recently negotiated and signed 
a collective labor agreement for which 
Local 492 had the bargaining rights for 
the city station's division. This agreement 
is for one year and gives us better work- 
ing conditions, a two weeks' vacation with 
pay, increased overtime rates and from 
seven to 14 cents an hour increase 
in hourly rates, together with a premium 
of five cents an hour on the midnight 
shift. We feel very proud of this agree- 
ment and look forward to many years of 
friendly employee relations as we are of 
the opinion collective bargaining fairly 
and properly carried out, when employees 
feel they are being treated fairly, i.s the 
key to good morale and efficiency. Looking 
at it from the Quebec Hydro-Electric 
Commission's point of view, good morale 
and efficiency amongst the rank and file 
is the ideal to work for, so let each and 
every one of us do our part to reach the 
highest ideal in human engineering, when 
men will be given an opportunity to live 
rather than merely a chance to make a 
living, in providing outlets for the at- 
tributes of real living, love, hope, ideals* 
aspirations and fellowship. 

We hope to report further progrt‘ss, as 
we understand the International Office has 
granted three local union charters for 
men working in various power houses of 
“Hydro^Quebec" and negotiations are 
under way for collective labor agreements. 



The great area where water power \s abiintlani and electricity can be manufactured cheaply. 
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[,sibor [)ay, 1944 Labor Day, this year served a new 
liuniose. U gave an opportunity lor 
cancelling out the long, false impression of the public 
that labor had slackened in the war effort. No less a 
person than General Eisenhower made clear to the 
American people that labor had performed adequately 
and well and that he, Eisenhower, had great faith in 
the American workers. He said: “The possibility of 
such a failure on your part does not even enter into my 
calculations. My faith and belief in the American 
fighting men is equalled only by my faith and belief in 
you, who, from your homes, have sent these men to 
this baltlefront to help assure that freedom shall pre- 
vail in the world. 

“Erom this battlefroni American fighting troops 
.send their grateful thanks to the workers of America 
for having made this the best-equipped fighting force 
in all history. In this expression of our gratitude we 
are joined by our gallant Allies. The British units in- 
clude in their category of weapons many type.s that 
you have produced. The French divisions now fighting 
in .southern and northern France are equipped ex- 
clusively with the products of your toil and skill.” 

Other great leaders made similar statements and 
the speeches of American labor leaders formed not 
only a basis for new judgments of labor efficiency but 
promised continued cooperation with the Army. 

Harold L. Ickes, Secretary of the Interior, pointed 
out forcefully that the pre.sent war is now largely 
labor’s war. “Fasci.sm,” he .said, “which must be ex- 
terminated and its very roots pulled up and destroyed, 
strangles labor and every concept of progress and 
freedom for which the working man has toiled through 
the centuries,” 


Congress at Work American labor has held a clear 
view of economic stability for 50 
yoar.s and has worked for an economic system that 
would eliminate unemy)loyment. The view of labor i.s 
simple. Let there be redistribution of wealth through 
high wages so that workers as con.sumers will have 
money to buy goods that are produced. This simple 
philo.sophy has been productive of employment in 
even,^ country where it has been tried. American labor 
has sought to get reconversion put on such a .sound 


ba.sis, guaranteeing full employment, in the Kilgoiv 
bill and later in the Dingell bill in the House, and Con- 
gress through a Tory coalition has turned this program 
down. The fact is, by the action of Congress, this coun- 
try ha.s been placed upon the same course of fatal eco- 
nomic destruction as it was in 1919, and we are fast 
drifting into a position of producing an economy where 
apple peddling is the goal. 

This apjjears to be a harsh statement, but there is 
110 escape for workers unless there is a systematic un- 
tangling of the war situation and the execution of 
simple programs of action which will !ea*d to peacetime 
pro.sperity. Labor has asked, in effect, a reconversion 
board that will have authority to coordinate all the 
goveniment agencies that are involved in peacetime 
production. It has asked for systematic redistribution 
of surplus materials and the proper distribution oi 
surplus facilitie.s. It has asked for acceptance of the 
goal of full employment. 

The Tory coalition wants another course taken which 
no doubt will mean the erection of a cartel supremacy 
in the United States with big corporations guiding the 
welfare of the country in their own interests. 


George George Norris, long known accurately as a 
Norris friend of labor, ha,s passed to the land of his 
fathers. He died in Nebraska quite comfort- 
ably in his 83rd year. In his long record as a public 
legislator Norris never had one black mark on hi> 
record because of a betrayal of labor and the common 
people. There was about him a sort of humility, lit 
never carried a front. He was deeply sincere and deeply 
human. In all his long period of battling he never 
carried animosities. He wasn’t engaged in fighting the 
class struggle, but he was engaged in putting an ex- 
cellent technical record a.s a public servant at the serv- 
ice of labor and the common people. He was a skilled 
parliamentarian. He hated narrow parti.sanship and 
thought that political parties tended to become stale 
and sterile and incapable of serving the people in all 
their common need.s. He was unique and there is m. 
.sign that anyone in Congress is even beginning to take 
his place. 


Have We Someone flippantly remarked the other 
Changed? day, “Two world wars in one lifetime are 
too much.” This pretty well summarize.^- 
the situation even for American citizens who escaped 
much of the physical and material hardship of World 
War II. The mental strain has been great. Everyone 
sees misery piled on mi.sery and waste and destruction 
in a superlative degree. It is a commonplace thal 
global war represents al.so a revolution of .some kind. 

Certainly it would seem that such a catastrophe 
would record some effect upon American thinking. 

What are these changes? Every citizen could well 
take a personal inventory in regard to his own atti- 
tudes toward certain questions. In short, operate his 
own quiz program. For example: 
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1. Is there any sign of a new method in Congress to 
meet the needs of a struggling people and to put legis- 
lation on a more scientific basis? 

2. Has the friction between capital and labor dis- 
appeared? Are there signs that big corporations are 
preparing a new kind of open shop drive against labor 
unions? 

3. Are such basic problems as providing jobs ft>r all 
still made a political football? 

4. Do Americans still have faith in clandestine sub- 
versive movements like the Ku Klux Klan? 

5. Is there just as much religious and class prejudice 
as ever ? 

6. Du Americans see clearly courses of action that 
can solve problems but refuse to take these courses out 
of prejudice? 

These arc some of the questions that arc searching 
and can well be answered by all of us, It certainly 
appears that world catastrophe has made very little 
impression upon the great rank and file of American 
people. 


A Ray Fortune magazine, serving business inter- 
c*f Light esis, has conducted a survey of business 
executives in the United States, In the 
main this survey was instituted to determine how 
business executives felt about cooperation between 
business, labor and farmers. 

The proposal: That leaders of organizations rcj>re- 
senting business — such as N, A. M*, C. E. D., C. of C. — 
and those representing labor — such as C- L 0., A. F. 
of L,, R. R. Brotherhoods — and those representing 
farmers — ^siich as the Farm Bureau, the Grange, the 
Farmers Union— make an earnest effort, through in- 
telligent and cooperative ''give and take"' to agree upou 
an over-all program for both government and private 
action to bring about as full employment as is possible 
after the 

The question: Will you please check as many of the 
following slatements as express some definite convic- 
tion of yours on the above proposal? 

Rcprpsoniativps of businessmen would be de- 
linquent in their duty if they did not seek for some 
progj uin acceptable to farni and labor gmups^^ d 1,H' . 

Since the public is tired of the demands of farm 
and labor leaders, businessmen ought to make up 
their own economic program anti present that to the 
public wilhoiit seeking a joint agreement 22,4 S 

A joint program vrould be a good idea if busi- 
ness representatives could deal with the right 
people in the labor movement and among? farmejs; 
but with the leaders now in those groups a sound 


program is not likely to be reached. 

Such an effort might come to grief because many 
of the present business representatives are diehards 

who don't know how to deal with other groups. Ibdf' t 

Such an effort would set up a super-lobby, and so 
would endanger the norma! processes of govern- 
ment 4,1 

It would be a waste of businessmen's time to try 


to agree with labor and farm leaders, since at the 


present time no fundamentally sound agreement is 

possible IB.OVi 

Unless businessmen make some such effort to find 
an area of agreement with labor and farmers, the 
politicians will Lake over and make the rules to 
suit themselves f>2.7'^/r 

Business representatives who make such an effort 
would betray their own interests, for they would be 
publicly compromising the rights of all business- 
men — 3.8t^ 

Business representatives who want to get up pro- 
graniR like this are ju.sl filayiug politics to the 
detriment of industry 3.7 

About the only puzzle in a fairly clear-cut demand 
for cooperative planning, Fortim- points out, was the 
56.6 per cent who checked the “hedge” item depreciat- 
ing pre.sent farm and labor leadership. Only 41 percent 
of all tho.se voting checked either or both the items 
favoring the proposal (Nos. 1 and 7) and al.so checked 
item No. 3, the “hedge”; while 31.4 per cent checked 
either No. 1 or No. 7 or both, but picked out no other 
hedge. 


LTnempInyment It is clear as daylight that unemploy- 
ment is the breeder of fascism. It is 
only because German workers were starved and tlie 
German populace threatened with malnutrition that 
Hiller, with his lies and false promises, could ride into 
power. Unemployment is the devil of the modern world. 
That is why the que.stion of full employment should 
be a non-political question and the goal of every right- 
thinking citizen in the United States. 

It is a tragic thing, therefore, that Congress does not 
rise to the occasion and do everything in its powei' 
through legal measures to insure that the postwar 
economy will be a full employment economy. 


W'CFL Gives William Green spoke at two places oji 
Service Labor Day. He spoke in person at 

Jacksonville, Florida, and he spoke 
through a transcribed record at Fontana Dam at TVA. 
The latter presentation had dramatic value that was 
not recorded by newspapers. There was no interruption 
.of work at Fontana Dam, the second largest dam in the 
United States and the largest east of the Rockies, 
where 6,000 men went on W'orking all Labor Day and 
listened to programs over the loud speakers. Mr, 
Green spoke succinctly and ably about labor’s war 
effort and also endorsed the labor-management set-up 
on the TVA. 

The Fontana program was made pos.sible by the 
technical service of WCFL, labor’s broadcasting sta- 
tion in Chicago. Mr. Green was attending the Execu- 
tive Council meeting of the A. F. of L. in Chicago aiid 
M'CFL piped in a wire to his hotel, brought in the 
proper equipment and tran-scribed hi.s .speech on a 
disk that went by plane to Knoxville where it w'as 
transmitted to Fontana. Such technical service as this 
should be labor’s goal in every great field of endeavor. 
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GUARDS WOMEN'S RIGHTS 

BY A WORKER'S WIFE 


M ISS Frieda Miller, the ne%v director 
of the Women's Bureau of the De- 
partment of f^abor, brings to her 
work an enthusiastic desire to improve 
the economic status and welfare of work- 
ing women. Having spent her entire adult 
life working for improvements in wages, 
hours and w*orking conditions of women, 
she also brings a wealth of experience to 
bear on the postwar problems which the 
bureau must help to solve. 

After receiving her Bachelor's degree 
at Milwaukee- Downer College in Wis- 
consin she did four years graduate work 
in economics, sociology, political science, 
and law at the University of Chicago. 
Then she became research assistant in 
the newly established department of social 
economy at Bryn Mawr College, and the 
following year became secretary of the 
Philadelphia Women’s Trade Union 
League. As a result of her work in this 
position she w'as in close touch with the 
American labor movement during the 
years following the last war. She served 
on the executive board of the Workers 
Education Bureau of America until 11)24. 

In 1923 Miss Miller went to Europe 
as a delegate to the International Con- 
gress of Working Women in Vienna. She 
spent a year in Europe .studying labor 
conditions in England, Germany and 
Austria. On her I'cturn she became a fac- 
tory inspector for the Joint Board of 
Sanitary Control of the women's garment 
industry in New York. Her time was 
divided between the inspection of gar- 
ment shops and statistical w^ork on con- 
ditions in the industry. 

HELD IMPORTANT POSTS 

She joined the staff of the New York 
City Welfare Council in 1927 and w'oiked 
on a study of chronic sickness among 
social dependents. Her next appointment 
was as director of the Division of Women 
in Industry and Minimum Wage of the 
New York State Labor Department 
where she devoted herself to the problems 
of women as wage earners. Under her 
direction the division strengthened the 
laws affecting hours, wages and ivorking 
conditions. Her experience as a factory 
inspector had made her an expert in 
Tnatters of safety and health. 

G over nor H e r b e r t Leh ma n a pp o i n ted 
her industrial commissioner of New York 
State in 1938, the second woman to serve 
in this capacity, (Miss Frances Perkins 
was the first, leaving this post to become 
Secretary of Labor in President Roose- 
velt's Cabinet.) Miss Miller resigned in 


1943 and went abroad as special assistant 
to Ambassador Winant in England, 

She was a delegate to the Pan-.Amer- 
ican Labor Conference in Santiago, Chile, 
in 1935 and in 1936 and 1938 she attended 
the International Labor Conference in 
Geneva, and the one in New York City in 
1941 and in Philadelphia in 1944. 

POSTWAR PLANS OF BUREAU 

Miss Miller feels that the most press- 
ing problem facing the United Slates 
Women's Bureau of today is how to guar- 
antee women w'orkers sound levels of 



MISS FRIEDA MILLER 

employment and labor standards in to- 
morrow's industrial skyline. 

Reconversion to civilian production is 
a manageable thing,” says Miss Miller, 
”if we are both forehanded and far- 
sighted as to planning. And to succeed it 
must include careful readj'ustment of 
women workers, who at present, form a 
third of our employed persons as against 
a fourth in 1940. 

“Thus in the repositioning of our labor 
force I believe the Women's Bureau has 
a threefold function: (1) Setting up 

right conditions in so-called women's in- 
dustries; (2) developing new job oppor- 
tunities for trained and competent women 
who have proved their ability during the 
war; (3> keeping open to women the 
doois of training for skilled work. 


“We must start immediately to build 
these stmetures into our already shifting 
industrial system, and thereby safeguard 
the interests not only of women but oI 
the country as a whole. Fitting women 
into the reconversion program is a 
rapidly growing challenge today, in vie\s 
of the cutback.^ in certain kinds of wa> 
materiel. The downward trend has begun. 
From the all-time peak of 4,500,001^ 
women factory workers in NovemboT 
ID 43, the total had dropped to 42.200,00 b> 
May 1944, a seven per cent decline, (In 
July 1944 there were 18,590,000 civilian 
women working, the largest number evej 
employed, but unemployment is increas- 
ing. Latest figures show 520,000 women 
unemployed at the present time,) 

“Fa Hu re to aim at definite objective.'^ 
for women would mean thousands 
stranded without work and other thou- 
sands forced into low-paying jobs while 
the cost of living remained high. Such 
an acute crusis, developing with the down- 
ward spiral in purchasing power ami also 
in business and industrial activity, but 
accompanied by rising relief rolls, might 
undermine community welfare and 
morale.” 

SUBSTANDARD UONDITIONS 
NEED CORRECTION 

Miss Miller points out that certain 
service and consumer industries have 
long been recognized as women’s work 
and have been employing large numbers 
of them under poor conditions. These in- 
dustries, scaled down by the emergency 
of war, have not improved their labor 
standards. They must soon start to expand 
to meet the accumulated needs of people 
everywhere and could take up much of 
the slack of woman labor as it is demo- 
bilized from war jobs. 

But the substandard employment con- 
ditioms still existing in these fields create 
a great barrier to women’s free return to 
them. Workers who have had better plant 
environment, standard conditions and 
higher pay are loath to go back to $16 a 
w'eek, the extreme irregularity and poor 
conditions that characterize many .service 
industries. 

To attract wwkers these vital enter- 
prises that furnish society with things 
and services it needs and %vants must be 
put on a higher level. Laundry and dry 
cleaning facilities, for example, must once 
again be able to give the public better 
service— but at the same time give their 
employees a better deal. The work itself 

(Continued on page 392 ) 


OCTOBER, 1944 


377 



L. U, NO* I, Editor: We in St, 

ST, IXmrS, Louis are all busy 
MO, on war work. Aa we 

HOQ it the L 0. \a 
<jn the right track in regard to schooling 
>ur members in advanced electricity. My one 
wifih is that the members get behind the idea. 
Onr middle-aged member should drop his 
false pride and make every effort to learn 
the new phases of our trade. The writer ia 
tnduiled in this. 

Loral H-1 lonka aheml and sees the great 
need for vacations for all ita members and 
ill new con tracts f wherever possible^ should 
have this clause in them. The average wi re- 
man ^ conmionly called the "A-' man in his 
id or more years of good standing in the 
brotherhood., never received a penny which 
he did not earn by the sweat of his brow. 
Make sure you never forget him. He is the 
fellow who made all the w^oiulerful inroads 
for labor which we enjoy today. 

This year Is election year, Erothera, as 
you all know% so let nothing slop you from 
electing the right people. Hut party behind 
clear thinking. Don't vote for anti-labor 
people. 

Our hope is this terrible war will soon be 
over and our wonderful sons and brothers 
will be back at work alongside old huzsiarib; 
the^je fellows deserve more lhan they wdil 
ever get* My plan would he to pay these 
w*onderful guys $50 per month for every 
month served in this country, and SlOO per 
month for all oversea duty. If you fellows 
can think of a better plan please write about 
It and talk about it. 

It looks as if w’e will have a local world 
*ienca in baseball. Won't that be nice? 

Lke Killian, P. S. 


L. U, NO, tl, Editor: Please 

NEW VOliK, N, Y. publish the follow^ 
i n g contribution 
from Brother Frederick V, Mich, a member of 
imr educational committee: 


The news being received daily frum Europe 
and the Pacific is wonderful and thrilling and 
God grant that it may continue to be so and 
that soon we may hear the news of the Ger- 
man capitulation. On the other hand the news 
from Washington regarding postwar plan- 
ning is, to say the leant, discouraging* 

We refer in particular to the labors (?) of 
Congress in bringing forth legislation cover- 
ing pDStivar unemployment compensation. The 
Kilgore-Murray bill which would at least 
provide enough compensation to keep body 
and son I together has practically been th rown 
into the discard. Even the George bill, spon- 
sored by Senator George, of Georgia, well 
known for anti-labor sentiment, which would 
leave the decision as to amount and length 
of term of the payments to the various state 
governments, is being hacked to pieces. 

The George bill in Ha original form would 
soon create a labor market made to the Na- 
tional Association of Manufacturers' order, 
where men would be fighting each other to 
work for a pittance to keep from starving. 
With many state governments under the 


R E A D 

Anti-labor George Bill |ia.^»es Sen- 
ate, by L. U. No. 3. 

I, B* E, W, and contractors jointly 
sponsor a slate electrical inspec- 
Mon law, by L. U, No, B6, 

Gel (Hit the vole, by L, U. No* 6H, 
A iieiv invention, by L, U, No. 70. 
n os pita! Service I 'la it sponsored by 
L, U* No, 102. 

Labor defeats Senator Clark in Mis- 
souri, by L. U* No, 124, 

Your union needs you, by L. U. 
No. 611. 

“Safety First," by L. U, No. 607, 
Florida mu.st defeat *Aniendnient 
No. 13, by L* U, No* 728* 
Organization in Ha^vaiian Islands, 
by L, U, No, 1357, 

1'hese newsy letters make a cross- 
section of American 
public opinion. 


thumb of big business, the unemployment 
payments provided would be small and for a 
varied period of time which in most rases 
would be too short to do any good. Those 
states that passed special anti-migration laws 
for their unskilled labor so that these work- 
ers CDuid not go to other statoa ivhere war 
workers w^ere needed so that the local big- 
wigs would continue to have cheap labor, will 
see to it that unemployment compensation 
will do little compensating. Where will that 
leave you? 

A great cry went up that the Kilgore- 
Murray bill would cost the nation 10 billion 
dollars which w'ould be a terrible calamity. 
On the other hand very little if anything was 
heard about the 2B billion dollars that were 
set aside for “unemployment, insn ranee" for 
big business. This money is set aside to cover 
losses of injustry during the reconversion pe- 
riod. There is nothing in this bill to prevent 
industry from shutting down for a year and 
having Unde Sam pay them profits for the 
lime they loaf. 

You will continue to get that sort of kick- 
ing around if you don’t do something about 
getting the stooges of big business out of 
Congress by seeing to it that you and your 
families ond friends are registered so that 
you can all vote, on election day, for men who 
will protect the interests of the whole nation 
and not of only one class. By helping to get 
out a big vote you wdll also be putting in a 
lick for the soldiers and sailors deprived of 
their votes by the “states rights" soldiers 
KO VOTE laws. 

Eemcmber that all those in the merchant 
marine, Bed Cross and other non-service 
people away from home are disfranchiEcd 
under practically all these laws including 
those of our own New York State. Let us add 
our prayers to our votes so that we may get 


men into Congress who will do their part 
to make this a real democracy. 


Jere P. Sullivan, P. S, 


L, U, NO, 7, Editor: The mem- 

SPIUNGFIELl), bets of Local No. 7 

MASS* and Lheir frienda 

had their yearly 
outdoor meeting in Turner’s Park in East 
Longmoadow and, as usual, iL was a huge 
success, for it was a very nice warm day, 
and an idea! day for a eUim bake, and all 
the members that could possibly turn out 
were there to the tune of 125. Some of the 
members, who had to work in the morning, 
came for the ball game and the dinner. 

The annual baseball game, which always 
brings plenty of laughter and good fellow-, 
ship, started at one oVlnck between the 
Busbars, managed by Woodrow W’ilson, and 
the defending team, the Low Tension, man- 
aged by Dan Garvey* and nearly ended in a 
riot of laughter when Manager Wilson called 
the game a tie after nearly two hours of 
play. The two scorekeepers, Brothers Bill 
Bailey and Duke Donohue, both had different 
scores. But after quite a deliate it was decided 
the Low Tension team had won by the score 
of 20 to iO. 

But we cannot expect Manager Wilson's 
team to win every j’ear, for he hr.s won 
th c I ast t h ree y ea rs i n success ion. He is 
without the services of our hard hitting and 
chief debater, Charles C!afTrey, who is now 
helping chase the Germans out of France, 
ami our heavy-hlttlng catcher, Lou Laliberte, 
our business manager, who could only play 
fi couple of innings, being on the committee 
having to entertain the guests; and my poor 
pitching which put the tmli just where they 
could hit it. If it were not for the all around 
fielding of our first baseman. President Art 
lllig, and Scotty tlones and Bay Penniman, 
and members that T dmi^t remember the 
names, it wouldn't have been as good a game. 

But the winning team, managed by Dan 
Garvey, must have been on a vacation. They 
were full of spirit, but mostly hacause of the 
battery of Dan Garvey, pitching, and Francis 
l^ynch, catching, and Tom Curran, first base, 
and Art Roberts on third base who stopped 
everything coming his way with his head 
and feet and everything else and a couple 
of young ringers T never savf before, but 
everything ended up with a wonderful dinner 
which everyone seemed to enjoy. 

Wo had F. L. Kelley from Boston and Tim 
Grady from Holyoke and Mala from North- 
ampton. and our good friend and Brother, 
Walter Kenefick, who looks tn good con- 
dition again (but we could not get him to 
play ball). There were many good speeches, 
and Henry O’Connor gave us quite a few 
Irish songs and a quartet of Duke Donohue, 
Andy McGarrett, Bill Bailey and Woodrow 
Wilson, was a big success. 

Quite a few prizes were given away and 
the winners were Walter Kenefick, Ed Mc- 
Carthy, Woodrow Wilsuji and uthora whose 
names I did not get. 

The committee, composed of Bernie Paf, 
Bill Roulette and Chairman Lou Laliberte, 
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sure did a wond^rfu] job and sbould bo oom- 
plimontod for the wonderful turnout. 

Ed. Mullahkev, p. S'. 


L. U. NO. 28. Editor: The offi- 

B.\IjTIMORE, Ml), cers were sworn in 
for the new term 
with a vow and determination to face and 
ovtirvnme all of the obstaelea that confront 
unions in one of the most try inf? times in the 
history of labor; not only in the present 
period, hut also wo must prepare for rehabili- 
tation and reconstruction in the postwar 
days which we hope will be in the near 
future. 

Local No* B-28 is very fortunate in having 
Carl G. Scholt£ as a business agent for a 
fifth term. In trying to show our approcia- 
thin for his good work in the past, the mem- 
ber.-i presented him with a War Bond. 

We set aside Sunday, July 30, for an out- 
ing so that it would not interfere with our 
war efforts. I am sure all who attentlod spent 
fl very pleasant day, one that will be remem^ 
bered for a long time. Some of the guests 
included InternationuL Officers, business 
agents of near-by locals, our employers and 
a few public utility representatives. Plenty 
of fried fish, broilers, corn on the coh, hot 
dogs, beer, including the other refreshments 
that complete a perfect picnic, was had by all* 
Ball games and cards were played by many, 
not forgetting the “’African dominoes’' or 
“Spanish marbles," 

If any of our members in the armed forces 
are fortunate enough to receive this Journal, 
even though they aren’t in our midst, we wiah 
them lots of good luck and a speedy return 
and hope they will be present at our next 
outing. 

Again Local No. 2B has taken another step 
forward. It is olTonng its members I he grand 
opportunity nf attending evening classea at 
ic5hna Hopkins University for a course in 
industrial electronics. This is a very fine 
gesture on their part and shoulil help us 
reaU7*€ more w^hat a wonderful organlr,utlon 
we have. 

Kknneth W, Davis, P. S. 


L. tL NO, 48, Editor: This bit 

PORTLAND, OREG* of stuff is being 
written during the 
month of hay fever and vacations and ac- 
cording to rules should eventually show up 
in the October issue. Since L like you. am 
looking forward to some time off, staries con- 
tained herein may need a shave* 

Several Brothers working at KC!W and 
KEX were recently included in a meeting 
with their Business Manager Nordahl and 
executives of management to discuss finer 
points of agreement. During the meetings 
innumerable aspects of operation, big and 
little, w^ere bounced around, until all con- 
cerned had a clearer view of the other fel- 
low's side. With an announced theme of 
mutual interest, it was easy to keep on the 
beam* everything was “laid on the talile, in 
the open," and the meetings were the most 
harmonious, constructive and downright en- 
joyable that this guy ever attended. Actual 
results are yet to bu consummated; however, 
one outcome was a monlhly meeting of man- 
agement, announcers and techs at which time 
operational procedure and problems are 
worked over* The group hopes to eventually 
establish a labor-management committee 
which will meet as reiiuired with the business 
manager and management. Try it, youse 
guys; it may work for you if your bosses are 
also human, 

KALE* which has been operated Jointly 
with KOEN. has been sold to the Journal, a 
local new^spaper W'hich has been interested in 
radio more or less throughout the years; 
maybe some other owners, no dope here yet. 
The studios are to be on the top floor of the 


ATTENTION, 

CO H n ESI *ON DENTS! 

Due to the s^carcity of paper of 
magn^^ine lype, and condiOiULs im- 
posed by the war* the Electrical 
Workers* Jimnial will run only 32 
pages for the months of Octnher, 
November and December* In order 
to make this additional cut of eight 
pages per month* a total of 21 
pages* from the standard Journal, 
we will have to make some adjust- 
ments in copy* In October we will 
omit the *Mn Memoriam" resolu- 
tions; in November we will omit 
“Correspondence" and publish only 
“In Memoriams*" This program is 
suEiject to change. 


B ind in building and they say the re a re sky- 
lights and you can aee up and out and I sup- 
po.HK they provide ventilation* This is very 
unusual for station studies in Portland— most 
of them being rnKher hot anti sometimes 
smelly and of an indoor style. No data av-ail- 
able on KALE operation from Hew set-up. 
Ed Richmond, former KOIN tech, KGW an- 
nouncer, and part time radio instructor* is 
the new chief. There will be twi'o, maybe morej 
tech a to hold her down. 

Our local is to negotiate contnicta for sev- 
eral out-of-town broadcast stations. Ground- 
work ia being laid to extend help to all BC 
station and radio service men throughout the 
state. It^s a big job but a good one. 

The whole fam <lami]y of iS'a varied 
brunches of the trade gathered Augu.st 6 for 
a picnic at Oaks Park. Brother Hrust, who 
always works so hard to see that everything 
goes smoothly, was on the job and the thanks 
of lots of us go out to him. Aa a result of 
the gathering it seems appropriate to put in a 
bit of that* not too often* thanks to all our 
ofheers of the local. Brother MacQuarrie, 
w‘ho joined the L B* E* W* in UUO, is presi- 
dent; Brother J* E. Wells is vice president; 
the executive board members are Charles 
Foster, Mel Petti ngeli. O. Borland* G. O. 
Davis and H. H. Harrison. Joe (I calls him. 
the Grifat) Lake Is financial secretary and 
business manager, lie heads up a Htaff of B.M.s 
that are worthy of any local. Brothers 
Jones, Nordahl, 8tee!e, W^ells, McKenzie* and 
Ferguson are assistant business managers. 
Miss H. Smith as a B,M* keeps account of all 
affairs concerning women. She was in 
normal time^ the ofBcc chief. Then there 
are standing committees for exams, school, 
etc. Lots of the boys are acting as stewards 
on the jobs and they also work bard for the 
interest of everybody. Yeah man* and say 
the gals in the office do a grand job, too. 
Here’s a public expression of “Thanks for 
everything*" You all do so much and we get 
so used to it that appreciation, though felt* 
is not often expressed. 

l^'he dope on the electronics iijchool is won^ 
derful — 48 will probably be right in there. A 
beautiruil piece of planning and work by the 
L CL Hope all the locals follow through. This 
siuif on electronics fs aorta blown up to the 
public and is duck soup to radio men. Bo good 
to see electricians keeping up the pace. Here 
in Portland 4B members have been going to 
a rather complete electronic school for some 
time* We can handle anything they w'ill be 
selling before long. 

S'nulT sed from here for time being, more 
dope later if T kin just get me radar and 
soun^l wave reviver and detector tub w*orkin’. 

J. A. EiiW'iN, P. S. 


L* LL NO* Realizing 

HOUSTON, TEXAS the possibilities ol 
great expansion ii 
the electrical field after the war* tin 
I. B. E, W* unions of Texas have joiner 
hands with the electrical contractors h 
sponsoring a state electrical inspection law 
'fhia law has been needed for some time, noT 
only as a safety measure for our members 
but as a prot^ection to the public against tht 
dangers of haphazard and unsafe electricai 
work. The Texas State Association of Elec- 
trical Workers and the National Electrica 
Contractors Association of Texas have beei 
doing a fine job in acquainting the public 
with the need for an inspection law, and fee* 
that the next session of the legislature wif 
cmact it. 

Our membership is vitally interested it 
the electronics achool to be sponsored by tbt 
international Office at Milwaukee. Realizing 
that the trained man will be In demand aftei 
the war, they have been taking a greui 
interest in our educational program* Our local 
union's trade school has been going strong 
a ad the fact that it has been a great success 
Is partly due to the hard work of its tw< 
teachers. Brother John Tittle and Brothef 
Bob Evans, Electronics promises to beconn 
one of our great postwar industries* and wt 
are being given on opportunity to got in ch 
the ground floor. 

Construction work in this Jurisdiction 
about over* and quite a few of tiur members 
are working at Pasco, Wash,* and Knoxvil.t- 
Tenn. We have a few members working or 
REA jobs* There will be quite a lot of KF*.^ 
work in Texas, anti Brother Steve CoMitih. 
our assistant business manager, has been 
working hard on it, trying to convince tht 
contractors that it will be cheaper and tt' 
their advantage to use union labor. 

Brother A. J, Bannon* our business man- 
ager* is still working on the Pasco job. am: 
will return about the 6th of September, 

Brother Tom (Knockout) Brown, one ot 
our old-time members^ passed away or 
.-Vugust 12, Brother Brow*n was with the dtj 
electrical department and had been a member 
of B-6G for 25 years* 

Word has just been received thiii Brothet 
Donald Wells waa killed in action in Franci 
the 1st of August. Brother Wells had been i 
member of L. 0, No* B-G6 since 1938. He ■WH^ 
employed by the Houston Lighting & Powe^ 
Company at the time he entered the servici' 
in February 1&41* 

Received letters from two of our mem her 
overseas with the armed forces* Brother G. A 
(Chunky) Cole, with the Army Engineers ir. 
the Pacific, and my brother* Neily Gallo wa} 
with the Navy in Italy, Both are fine arn 
working hard. They send their best wishes 
to the boys and would like to hear froii 
some of our other members overseas, as it 
seems that the Senbees and Army Engineers 
are about made up of E-60 members* 

Organised labor went to bat at our recejr 
primary election* and defeated several of ou» 
enemies; however, two of our worst* Lieut 
Governor John Lee Smith anil Agricultun 
Committeeman McDonald* were re-electcti 
The coming September DemocraUc C’onvon 
tion will be controlled by the friends of or- 
ganixed labor, and they promise to make it hot 
for the electors who refuse to support Roose- 
velt. Organized labor in Texas has not for- 
gotten who gave them the right to collectivt 
bargaining* the Federal Deposit Insure nc+ 
Corporation to insure their savings, the Se 
curities Exchange Commission to keep big 
campanies from selling them worthless stocks 
the Federal old age security program to givt 
Lhem old age security* and most of all, job^ 
on which they could work and get a living 
wage. For this reason* organized labor ii 
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Texas will go la the polls in November and 
give President Rooseveit a big majority. 

Luke Galloway, P . S . 


U V. NO, 6S, Editor* How 

DENVER, COLO, many of us will 
know what we are 
voting for in tho coming election? To fully 
understand the pricelesa privilege, let us 
glance briefly at the historical growth of the 
voting franchise. We need not go back farther 
than the Revolutionary War, At that time 
only a select few could vote and these were 
the owners of land or other property* GratL 
uaily, over a long period of years, election 
laws were passed and amended to allow 
citixeiiH to vote. Two great steps in the 
progress of human rights was the passage 
of the Fifteenth Amendment to the Consti- 
tulton which granted the right to vote to all, 
regardless of race, color or previoiis condition 
of servitude and the Nineteenth Amendment 
which granted equal suffrage* The manner in 
which elections are held is left to the indi* 
vldual states* not the Federal Government, 
And the fact that some people, though native 
d)orn or naturalized citizens of the United 
States, are not permitted to vote will not be 
jifone into here. 

The era of war is definitely not an era of 
liberty, and that we still have the right te 
.exercise our franchise and vote either for or 
against the candidates nominated by the dif- 
ferent political parties, la a matter that 
should not be taken as a matter of course, nor 
is it so taken by those who either wish to 
■change the political form of government or 
to retain it. 

The writer once hoard a speaker say, *^The 
mass of working people are not ignorant but 
.are so often misinformed,” Politicians have 
ibeen quoted as saying a maiority of the 
people do not know w^hat they are voting for* 
Now is the time more than ever before that 
responsible union people should do a great 
dual of straight, hard, logical thinking. The 
results of the coming election will not only 
affect each of us individually, but the whole 
world, not only for a few years, but for 
igenerations to come. To vote intelligently, 
therefore, it appears that among many other 
questions, we shouhl ask ourselves: 1* Bo I 
believe that we are aelf-sufficient or should 
we, as a nation, enter into world vride affairs, 
such as a money siabiUzation plan ? 2. Can 
we spend ourselves prosperous or is retrench- 
ment necessary? S, Do 1 think the states 
should depend more on the Federal Govern- 
ment for support, or lesB? 4. Do t believe the 
« economic condition of foreign countries has 
a direct bearing on my ivelf&re and if so, 
which party has the best foreign policy? 
Those are hut a few questions that should 

■ convince the thinking man that there are 
many questions to be answered in our own 
minds* Let us not be emotionally upset by 
any rabble rouser or moral leper that may 
or would like to wax fal on public money 
or union dues, but rather let us give rational, 
tober thought to our actions* 

On behalf of the presidenU Russell Mere- 
dith, the writer takes this opportunity to 

■ compliment the membership on the very 
splendid showing made in the purchase of War 
Bonds in the last drive, particularly the 
fellows on Hit; Navy job, whose perceniiige 
was 112 por cent. 

Glenn H* Gilbert, /** S . 


L. U. NO. 70, Editar: It huB 

WASHINGTON, bcBti nearly a year 
p, C, a i n c e ni y I a s t 

column in the Jour- 
nal, und not a blessed soul has missed It— SO 
much for UterEture* 

II. C* McKinnie, without opposition, was 
nominated and unanimously elected our new 
jpreaident, to fill the nmn -sized job left by 


T^044, *So 9t? 


Since last month five Brothers sent in solutions to the problem submitted by 
Brother Nat Freedman, of L, U, No, 3* New York, New York, which was illustrated 
in the August issue of the Journai.. 

W*e are giving here the first solution submitted, which comes from Brother 
1. Betz, of L* U* No. 0, San Francisco, California, who writes as follows: 

“In reply to your question regarding the advisability of using a bell trans- 
former in the heating element for soldering, I would Uke to say that we have been 
using this type of transformer very successfully. With the proper size carbons, 1 
believe you will be able to do as much, and as good quality work as with the larger 
model you have been using^ 

“There are two suggestions I would like to make: 

“]* Instead of using carbons as large as the ones illustrated in the Journal, use 
carbons no larger than Carbons removed from a. 1% volt dry cell battery 

(standard flashlight size) are excellent. 

“2. Install a small switch in series with one aide of the G-volt secondary, prefer- 
ably a small push-pull type on the handle of the tongs*” 

Last month’s problem, sent in by the old-timer from L* U. No. 200, of Ana- 
conda, aiontana, proved to be a very popular one. When the JOURNAL went to press 
we had received 57 correct solutions from all over the country from old-timers and 
new- timers alike. We even had a solution from a flrst-year apprentice from L. U. 
No. 429, of Nashville, Tenneasetr. 

We are publishing herewith the solution of Brother James V. Catalano, of 
L. U. No* 730, of Newark. New Jersey* 



No. 48, Portland, Oregon. 

The problem aa outlined by Brother Newbill is one of wiring a series of lights 
in such a way that the switch A in the stairway and the switch B upstairs, operate 
light X upstairs and hall light Y simultaneously. The hall switch operates light 
Y only* 

In the letter of transmittal he says, “this is a very good hookup as the hall 
light is also a pilot light for the upstaira light, besides lighting the hallway when 
using the stairs. The hall switch is convenient when using the hall only,” 



Thank you, Brnthera, for your cooperation on "Can You Do It?” Don’t forget 
to send us your pet prctblems* We’ll be glad to have them* 
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J^mes Preston^ who now devotes all of his 
Lime to his job in the I. 0. Good luck and 
food flighting, Jim* We do miss you, and we 
do mean DO- 

Moody H. Saunders, personable, handsome, 
and amiable, was unopposed and unanimously 
re-elected our vice president^ aa was K, L* 
T'lhly, talented and hard-working, re-elected 
recording secretary. 

M. T* Kaukeinen, a staunch pillar of our 
local, is our new treasurer, while overworked 
and underpaid William Bollier was once 
more unanimously unopposed and unani- 
mously rc-elected to carry on his gargantuan 
tasks as business manager and official buffer. 

It says here that Stan Stanton will again 
be the forgotten man — the press secretary 
of Local 70* 

L* D* Danshurger, one-time lineman for 
PEPCO and former member, now in uniform 
at Camp Meade, Md,, dropped around one 
furlough to chat with the boys. 

Jack Layman, Al McKenna, Charles C. 
Quinn, and Elwood Hertzog are out at Pasco. 
Wash., doing their bit for the Hanford Engi- 
neering Works* They report the job is O.K. 

Charles Choate and Bill DeVaughn got 
themselves civil service jobs as linemen for 
the Patuxent River Nimil Base in southern 
Maryland. Earl Bash lor is on that job as 
leader and time-keeper. 

John (Red) Meyers and Bruce Hovermale, 
linemen, with Foreman Jack (early to bed, 
early to rise, and early to work) Early are 
the co-inventors of a pole-top rig for hoisting 
heavy transformers up the poles. Fve seen 
the rig and it works grand* The inventors 
hope to have a picture of it in action in the 
next Journal* 

Arthur Cleveland comes and goes between 
Washington, D* C-, and Cedar Point, Md*. so 
that I can hardly keep up with his comings 
and goings. Where art thou now. Art? 

Fred (Red) Choate, lineman (Charlie^s 
brother), ia with the Infantry Training 
Battalion, Camp Blanding, Fla., and Lineman 
Daniel E* Baker ia there with him. The lads 
had to take a four weeks' training course in 
how to climb a pole* la the Gt way any 
different, boys? 

Francis Burke, an old-timer, is a new 
member on our executive board. I believe be is 
also on the membership examining board. 

Van Wolfe, Cleveland* Charlie Choate and 
yours truly spent several interesting hours 
over several interesting beers discussing elec- 
tronics In industry and the value of the 
schooling as the I. 0* has prepared it for us 
with Marquette University, Milwaukee, Wis. 

According to the electron theory, all matter 
is made O'f electricity. Matter is anything 
that has weight and occupies space* All mat* 
ter is made up of millions of different kinds 
of molecnles* A molecule is the smallest 
particle into which a substance can be broken 
without changing its identity* Molecules, in 
turn, are made up of atoms. There are actually 
only 92 different kinds of atoms* That is, 
ihere are only 92 known elements at the 
present time. All atomfl are made up of an 
L^qual number of protons and electrons* An 
electron is the smallest conceivable particle 
of neffative electncitir, a proton is the 
am a Heat conceivable particle of poiiitive efec- 
fn'ijitj/. AU protons and about half of the 
electrons are centered in the atom. This cen- 
tral portion of the atom Is called the nucleus. 
(The nucleus of some atoms also contains one 
or more particles which have no electric 
charge at all. These are known as neutrons*) 

All electrons (except those in the center 
portion of the atom) move around the nucleus 
in a very definite path, like planets revolve 
about the sun or moon. It ia the flow of elec* 
tfons that makes an electric current* 6** 
30 0,0 90 ,090 ,000,000,0 DO electrons must move 
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by a given point in h conductor in one second 
of time to produce one ampere of current. 

Stan Stanton, P. S. 


L, U, NO* 80, Editor Local 80 

NORFOLK, VA, will surely he repre- 
sented at the elec- 
tronics school in Milwaukee* Two of our 
members were heartily endorsed far attend- 
ance at this school. This is an important step 
in the progress of the electrical industry and 
we should be very careful of the men we 
choose because they should be good scholars, 
and upon their return we wdll want capable 
instructors. 

The N. L. R* B. is in the process of holding 
an important event in this area, viz.i the 
choosing of a bargaining agency for one of 
the local shipyards* There <Io not seem to be 
enough interested employees to cast a ma- 
jority vote. Our campaigners had better get 
busy, or our competitors will have gained 
in their membership* 

Do the w'orries of war cause men to be 
ensLy irritated? Everyone seems to be living 
under a great strain and is ready to come 
to grips at the least provocation. The sooner 
we get to the point ivhere we can forego 
petty bickering, forget personal animosities 
and treat our fellowman ns we would have 
him treat us, then, and only then, can we 
hope to have more pleasantries for all of us. 
We neetl a general overhauling of our mental 
attitudes to equip us for the postwar era* 
There arc many things we will be forced to 
learn na children in the kindergarten* 

Let's all get out of the rut and be better 
fellows I 

That's about enough from the "t;ap-over,” 
E* A* (Mack:) McCullougee, P, S- 


r^* U, NO* 99, Prewar and 

I’ROVIDENCE, R. I* War Wages, 
Grom and Net 

Fditor^ As we of the electrical trades are 
mostly employed on national defense and w'ar 
projects, we are presumed to be war workers* 
.And It no doubt has been in many Brothers* 
minds where all this propaganda comes from 
in regard to high war wages* 

The International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers gave up their double time for over- 
time work for the duration and I wonder if 
we will ever get it back. We in Rhode Island 
have received no increase in our hourly rates 
of wages — ? 1.375 per hour before the war 
and $1,375 per hour during this war to date. 
Ah a simple method of figuring let us base our 
wages on a six-day week before and during 
the w'ur, at the rate of a man being married 
and no dependents. In figuring these rales on 
this basis I am ever mindful of the Brother 
who has dependents and who pays u little less 
withholding tax* But he has to pay the 40 per 
cent increase on the cost of living for each 
dependent he is providing for, so let’s look at 
the record* 


Rato per hour 

Prewar 

Wages 

$1,375 

48 hour wreek, double time 

77.00 

S. S* tax 

*77 

State U. lax 

1.12 

Net w^ages 

$75.11 



War 

Rate per hour 

Wages 

$1,375 

48 hour week, time and a half 
S* S. Tax 

71.50 

72 

State IT. tar 

1.07 

Withholding tar _ 

9.50 


Net wages $G0.2l 

Increase in cost of living, 40 per cent 24.0S 


S36,13 

Now then If we apply these figures all 
around and use a little common sense, I would 
say how do they get that way? Where are 
these wages being paid and to whom may 1 
ask? The propaganda then goes on to the 
other war workers* Well, let*s look at those 
records* The highest paid wages to my knowl- 
edge in this area are $1*20 per hour. On the 
above ftguring, a man who works 4« hours 
and is paid for 62 hours receives a gros? 
pay of $02*40 and a net wage of $53*07, and. 
as we all pay on the increased cost of living 1 
would flay that the net wages in this area are 
far below the standard set for decent living 
conditions* 

The same people or persons who ore re- 
sponsible for such propaganda lose sight of 
the fact that the working man can do n little 
figuring himself, and the records show 
there are hundreds of us who receive less 
wages, net, during this war than wc earned 
in prewar days* 

1 have often wondered why those propa- 
gandists do not criticize those concern a who 
have made ami are making several million 
dollars profit a year on $300*000 incorpora- 
tions — making these profits on your money 
and my money loaned to the government. 
The government furnishes the money for ma- 
terials and w'ages, and pays large pro fits. 
Why ? 

And I would alao like to be enlightened a> 
to why there cannot be total employ men 1 in 
time of pence and why must w-e havo wars 
to have steady employment. Money earned 
and profits made at the supreme sacrifice of 
our youth — our own sons and brothers, 
maimed and broken in mind and spiritl I am 
Just a disillusioned Electrical Worker. Maybe 
those propaganda merchants can answer these 
questions, as T and my Brothers wmuld like 
to know the anawers. 

William Beehlky, P. S. 


L* U* NO* 102, Editor: Some of 
l^ATERSON* N* J* the Brothers (well 
at least one or two) 
have wondered why there was no article in 
the WoiiKER from 102 the last few months 
Well* since February your press secretary 
has been a member of the West Patersor. 
Board of Education and as four other mem- 
bers were also ''green” the meetings were 
long and often numerous. Then there wer* 
the War Bond drives, the fourth and the fifth. 
Your secretary was the West Paterson chair- 
man of both of Iheae drives and incidentally 
both went over the top* Now there ia a loll 
between bond drives and the Board of Etlu- 
cation work is becoming routine, so we'll trj 
writing an article again. 

The local had an outing this year at Blas- 
berg'a, on August 12* James Cristiano, r 
younger brother of S* J* Cristiano. vi'as the 
chairman of the outing committee. The other 
members of the committee were Gus Mellert* 
Vic Constitine* Joe Brundy, and Sam Masko 
witz* The committee worked hard and did a 
good job. 

It was good tO' see the “old timers" enjoying 
themselves at the outing; men tike Pete 
Muse, Al Bennett, Jack Webster, Harry 
Smith, Bill Cross, Joe Hamer, and Jach 
Pardoe; men W'ho did the pioneering work in 
the local and are still carrying on* The re- 
sponse of our sister locals also w^as gratifying 
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as was that of our contractors, inspectors, and 
vocational sehooi iiistructors* It all helps to 
bind our movement together. A tribute of one 
minute of silence was paid to our members 
in the armed services and the hope was ex- 
pressed that they would be with us next year. 

One of the added attractions was Rosalie 
Gay, union accordion player who plays 
nightly at the Musk Box on Ellison Street, 
in Paterson. Rosalie knows her stuff and 
made a great hit with the boys, 1 wish 1 had 
taken a picture of Gus Koch and Rosalie 
singing Swiss songs. 

The local has taken a progressive step in 
sponsoring the Hospital Service Plan of New 
Jersey, This plan is organized to provide 
payment for hospital service on a non-profit 
basis. Brother Jacob A. Turner,,o£ Newark, 
is one of the trustees. Over 40 per cent of 
our members have joined. It goes into effect 
on September 1, Every six months additional 
members can be enrolled. Some members feel 
that commercial companies offer them more; 
well, take It from me, as an insurance broker 
who has made numerous inquiries, you can^t 
beat the Hospital Service Plan for value for 
your money, 

Sem Moskowitz has completed arrange- 
ments to have electronic courses started In 
the vocational school. Registration will start 
on September 11, 

Brothers Yu gel and Her went to the Pasco 
job In the state of Washington. Their ad- 
dress is Barracks 160* Room 82, Hanford, 
Washington. We wish you lots of luck. 
Brothers, 

Brother Ben Beardsley is a till at the Vets 
Facility, Bay Pines, Florida. Ben gets over 
one ailment only to get something else. Keep 
your chin up, Ben, 

Brother Krine Hamilton is still on the sick 
list, Krine is at home and our sick committee 
gets to see him once a montb. 

AU the members of the local extend their 
best wishes to the boys in the armed services. 
May you soon finish the job of winning the 
war; then we can work together to win the 
peace and use our marvelous productive ma- 
chinery to enrich the lives of all. 

Peter Hoedcmakef, P. S, 


L, U* NO, 124, Editor: Senator 

KANSAS CITY, Clark was defeated. 

MO, Ik is politically 

dead. The labor 
union men and w^omen of Missouri cut him 
down like a rotten apple tree that blooms 
profusely but produces no fruit. They did 
this in spite of his support by the *'free" 
press — including the Kansas City Star ^ — the 
corporations, the old Pendergast machine 
and, curiously enough, by certaiir labor officials 
in Washington. The labor record of the 
famous double- talking Senator from Missouri 
had become so spotted he could no longer be 
trusted to represent the people who toil. 
Not that the unions did this by themselves. 
Goodness, no. The point is that organized 
labor, here and everywhere, holds the balance 
of power when it chooses to use it. Locally a 
group of labor leaders met with Senator 
Clark early in the campaign, and Business 
Manager Wetzig, among others, quizzed him 
about some of his past actions in the upper 
house of Congress. His answers were so eva- 
sive and unatisfactory the labor men came 
away completely alienated. 

More and more, members of this local as 
well as other organized workers in this area 
feel the sting of a hostile press. Evidence 
piles up that the same is true all over the 
land. Certain friendly writers have compiled 
data showing that 98 per cent of all metro- 
politan newspapers are anti-labor. Their 
editorials are biased, their news twisted to 
reflect unfavorably on labor unions. Often 
they resort to deliberate lies to accomplish 
this purpose. Recently we talked with a 


sailor just returned from two years in the 
Pacific area* He was a fine, friendly boy, but 
bitterly opposed to organized labor. Ques- 
tioned about this, he repeated the lie per- 
petrated by the Chicago Tribune early in 
the war: that members of the National Mari- 
time Union bad refused to unload a ship at 
Guadalcanal during the engagement there. 
The paper later retracted the story, but the 
poison had been planted. It is still crawling 
through the veins of the armed forces over- 
seas, This boy had never heard of the re- 
traction. In fact, he thought the story 
originated at Guadalcanal, 

Yet papers of the type of the Chicago 
Tribune and the Kansas City Star could not 
thrive without the patronage of organized 
labor. If that support were withdrawn, these 
vicious sources of public information would 
wilt like corn stalks in a prolonged drought. 
It is estimated there are 100,000 members of 
labor unions and their families in this com- 
munity. With their full and undivided sup- 
port, the Kansas City Labor BuUelint the 
local organ of the A. F, of L., could be ex- 
panded into a daily paper, wdth full news 
services and other popular features. The 
advertisers would be compelled to shift to 
this tremendous market, leaving the Star to 
get along on the thin pickings of the silk 
pajama trade. The same condition exists and 
the same remedy could be applied in every 
city in America that is big enough to have 
a labor organ. 

Local 124 has made a start in this direction 
by throwing the full weight of its support to 
the BuUetiit. It has subscribed to the paper 
for each member, and, instead of Issuing a 
weekly news letter to the members, as is the 
custom in some organizations, it pays for 
two columns of space in which announce- 
ments, editorials aird items of interest to the 
local are printed, 

Marshall Leavitt, P. S. 


L. U- NO, 212, Editor: Having 
C1NCINN.\TI, been recently ap- 

ORIO pointed press sec- 

retary for Local 
212, 1 thought it might be in order for me to 
introduce myself to the membership at large, 

1 have been a member of Local 212 in con- 
tinuous good standing since July 6, 1916. 1 
served two years, 1917-1919, in the United 
States submarine service*^ — the balance of this 
time being engaged in the electrical construc- 
tion field working as a helper, journeyman, 
foreman and superintendent at various 
times, so I think I have a fair working 

knowledge of the game. 

At our local union meeting of .August 7, 
1944* the matter of sending one of our mem- 
bers to the electronics school at Milwaukee 
was discussed with considerable interest 
shown by the members present. That is well, 
for I am convinced that the survival of 

unionism as we of the A. F, of L, know it 
today is dependent on a better educated 

and informed membership — informed both as 
to mechanical skill and political — for the 
period ahead is going to be one of Intense 
political action in regards to labor laws and 
only an informed membership can adequately 
cope with that. We must understand our 

position, know our rights and with a de- 
termination to play fair and be played fair 
with, forge ahead. Because of the stupidity 
of a few labor groups and some few em- 
ployers, a reaction against organized labor 
has set in, and we will have to be constantly 
on the alert to avoid losing the gains we 
have made in the last decade. 

For the above reasons. I offer the sugges- 
tion to L. U. 212 and all other locals of the 
Brotherhood, that they give thought to the 
training of members in labor and manage- 
ment. The University of Cincinnati offers 
such a course and I am sure lots of other 


cities offer similar opportunities. It was very 
gratifying to me last winter to find one of 
the business managers of an affiliated local 
of our Building Trades Council spending his 
evenings at the university for that purpose, 
and 1 am well avrare that other members in 
other areas are doing likewise. Let's have a 
lot more. 

I take this opportunity to send greetings 
to the many fine fellows I have met in the last 
fe^v years on the various defense jobs that 1 
have had the pleasure of w*orking on. I would 
like to hear from some of you. You can ad- 
dress me in care of Local 212, I. B. E. W., 
Court and Vine St., Cincinnati, Ohio. 

1 regret to report the sudden death of 
Brother "Red" Walter Cassidy on Friday, 
August IS, 1944. I express my deepest sympa- 
thy to his wife and family. 

Victor J. Feinauer, F, S. 


L, U, NO. 277, Editor: On Mon 
POUT OF day, August 14. 

NEW YORK, N, Y, members of Marine 
Local No, 277, In^ 
ternational Brotherhood of Electrical Work, 
ers, A. F, of L„ voted 571 to 183, in a poll 
conducted by the National Labor Relation? 
Board under the Smith-Con nally Act, to go 
out on strike in protest against a government 
order which would reduce their w^agea by five 
cents an hour. In order to make clear the 
union's position, Fred Geyer, the union s busi- 
ness manager, issued the following statement: 


While any work stoppage in the shipyards 
w'ould be most unfortunate and contrary to 
the wishes of both the officers and menibers 
of Local No, 277, if any such stoppage should 
occur it will he due entirely to the arbitrary 
and illegal position taken by the Government 
procurement agencies in this controversy. 

Our members are highly skilled electricians- 
Since June, 1941, tong before the Federal gov- 
ernment adopted any w'age atabilization pro- 
grams, the union's collective agreement with 
the Allied Marine Contractors Association 
provided for a wage scale of ^1,25 an hour for 
these electricians. Since June, 1941, our mem- 
bers have not attempted to get any wage in- 
creases in spite of the rising cost of living 
and in spite of the fact that so many other 
unions were seeking and obtaining wage in- 
creases for their members. On the contrary, 
our members have been working hard foi 
long hours, including Saturdays and Sundays, 
and have done everything in their power to 
supply the necessary ships to carry on a 
successful prosecution of the war. 

There have been numerous occasions dur- 
ing the past few years when the union had 
difficulties with the employers concerning 
various working conditions* but we never 
allowed them to interfere with vrar produc- 
tion, which Tve have always realized must be 
paramount. We have at all times been willing 
to arbitrate our differences, with only one 
thought in mind— to keep the men at work. 

We still do not intend to cause any wort 
stoppage, unless the Joint Board of the Army. 
Navy and War Shipping Administration per- 
sists in its unwarranted decision to reduce 
the wages of our memhers from $1.25 to $1.20 
an hour. And even then, it will not be our 
members who will go on strike, bub it will 
be the government agencies who will deny 
work to our members because they will no* 
work for less than their 1941 rate of $1.25 
an hour. 

The procurement agencies contend that 
the international labor organizations bound 
themselves in the Shipbuilding Stabilizatiori 
Agreement of May 16, 1942, to a rate of $1,20 
an hour for first class mechanics. But these 
government officials dose their eye* to the 
fact that that agreement was intended to in- 
crease wages in shipyards to the $1.20 rate 
Nowhere in the agreement is there any pro- 
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vision for roducing wages which were already 
above that rate* 

As business manager of the union 1 tried to 
point this out to a joint conference of repre- 
sentatives of the Army, Navy and War 
Shipping Administration, held in New York 
on August I. Present at this conference, 
among others, were Mr, J. Wh Burnett, assis- 
tant deputy administrator for maintenance 
and repair of the W, S. A.; Captain A. S. 
Dysart, of the U. S* Navy, and Colonel H. A. 
Wright, of the U, S. Army. The union's at- 
torney, David I, Ashe, further pointed out to 
these officials that their insistence upon a 
w'age decrease was in direct violation of 
Executive Order No, 0250t which specifically 
provides that there shall be no 'VIecrease in 
wages for any particular work below the 
highest w^ages paid therefor between January 

I, 1942, and September 15, 1942.'^ Mr. Ashe 
further showed that Executive Order No. 9250 
Bpecifically mentions the Shipbuilding Sta- 
bilisiation Agreement of May IG, 1942, “upon 
w'hich these government agencies base their 
ilecision to enforce the five cents an hour de- 
crease, and provides that nothing contained 
m that agreement ^w-hich is inconsistent with 
the policy herein eiiunciateir • • * shall be 
enforced/* 

The union has no controversy with the 
contractors w^ho employ its members. These 
employers are ready and willing to pay the 

II. 25 rale which they are obliged to pay under 
their collective agreement with the union and 
which they have been paying since June, 
1941, Our members do believe, however, that 
agencies of the Federal Government should 
comply with executive orders issued by the 
President of the United States, 


PRESfl Skcuktauv. 


L. U, NO, 309, A new ar- 

EAST ST. IXIIJIS, rangemenl made by 
ILL, our local presi- 

dent, George Viner, 
places Oliver IL Brown as press secretary 
for the insifle branch and myself, Busselt 
G. Idle, as press secretary for the outside 
branch — we being a mixed local, 

I look forw'ard with pleasure to the pros- 
pect of cooperating with Brother Brown w'ho 
is a splendid young man of fine appearance 
and w'hose mind l« chock full of new ideas 
and good ideiils of union brotherhood. 

This month we were confronted with the 
task of examining and making n report on a 
communication received from TechnocrHcy, 
[nc., wherein they ask us to support their 
Blfort towmrd total conscription, A committee 
composed of IL Ashby, R, Lambert, G. Fisher, 
O* Browm and R. Idle w^as formed. Our find- 
ings are; 

Looking behind this total concription effort 
at the group pushing it, the prospect looked 
very cloudy. 

Technocracy, Inc,, didnH believe m democ- 
racy. Technocracy, Inc,, dldn*t believe in the 
ballot or any other democratic principles to 
select officials. Technocracy was to gain 
control of the government by the present 
ow’ners of industry* handing it to them as 
did Krupp and Thyssen in Germany to Hitler, 

The more w^e examined Technocracy* Inc,* 
the more fascist and totalitarian it tiecame. 

Technocracy, Inc,, insists on a quick freeze 
of all society in the U. S. A. and Canada to 
gain its total conscription of all industry 
end labor; ^'herein labor would find itself 
frozen down deep in a block of crystallized 
society or in a technocratic strait- jacket. 

Howard K, Scott’s title “chief" could be 
well compared to the term "fuehrer" or 
"duce" as Technocracy makes no pretense 
he is otherwise and the rank and file could 
not remove him. 

The Technocrats pose as pseudo-scientists 
w'ith a drapery of technical language: the 


"erg"* "kilowatt", "dine centimeter"* "joule*’, 
“teckmate"* "junctionor sequence"* "continen- 
tal control", etc.* to awe the layman. 

All in all we found Technocracy* Jne,* a 
sinister, fascist, demagogic organization, 
dangerous to all democratic institutions of 
which the L B, E. W* is one as a labor organ i- 
zatlnn within our beloved democracy* We 
found no time or space for any effort to 
help Technocracy* Inc., to institute a "quick 
freeze" where we have so much to lose and 
nothing to gain. 

Technocracy does show us a need of 
planning to meet the needs of a changing 
world, both international and domestic* but 
to be done always with democracy* liberty 
and freedom uppermost in our hearts and 
minds* 

W'ell, here is the news from some of our 
Broihera who are in the service of our 
country. 

Brother Hubert Lee Camerer whose address 
is as follows: B,T.D. 695 A,A*C.Y* Camp Coop* 
California. Now here is a Brother that gets 
around. Brother Bob has been in Georgia, 
Texas* Long Island* New York* and many 
other places. Brother Bob is in the anti-air- 
craft division. From what we hear, he is an 
expert at hts particular job which is the 
manning of a 90 mm. CDastat gun. Brother 
Bob and many men like him man our guns 
along our coast and protect U9 from any 
invasion. He is the son of Brother and Mrs. 
Roy Camerer* 

Over in Normandy we have n Brother who 
i^^ making our greatest war front a success. 
This is our Brother George White whose 
address is us follows r E.M. 3/c, £8th N.C.B. 
I'o* 6, A.lML, New York, N, Y. That is some 
address ao drop this Brother and all the rest 
a nice letter. I hear Brother George was in 
full charge of a sub-station over in New- 
foundland before he was sent to take part in 
the Normandy invasion of France. Brother 
George is a "Seabee" and wo all know what 
a fine record the construction battalion has 
made for itself. From what I hear Brother 
George has grown to be quite a man since 
we last saw him* He is over six feet tall and 
weighs 192 pounds. We wish him and all the 
other Brothers who are serving their country 
a sufe return. Brother George ts the son of 
Brother and Mrs. George White. 

Our next stop is Iran and that’s also a 
few thousand miles from the good old U. S* A. 
Now this Brother claims this tale to be true. 
He says that it is so hot in Iran that the 
lizards have to dimb the steam pipes to cool 
off their feet. Yes, he is none other than our 
"Helleville out Dutchman" Brother Jim Roe. 

Brother Marshall Skelcher, who by the 
way is back in town* has a very important 
job now. He travels around the country 
gathering men to go out on the We.*it Coast 
to work on damaged war ships. He is a 
representative of Mare Island Navy Y'ard* 
We wish him luck in finding men. 

Ouvna H. Brown, P . S . 

Russell G. Idle* P. S. 


L, U, NO. 32L fiVfitor,* The deep- 
i.A SALLE* ILL. est sympathies of 
thia local are ex- 
teruled to the family and frinnds of "Lineman 
Lennie," Ilo was a former member of this 
local and hud many friends in LaSalle. The 
ICLKnHtCAL Workers Journal has lost one 
of Its most able contributors. 

Organizational work in this territory never 
stops^. Right now Brother Rtrout* our business 
manager, is hard at work trying to bring 
the bridge-tenders on the Illinois River into 
the Brotherhood, He has just returned from 
a well earned vacation and will tackle this 
problem with renewed vigor. 

PresUient Earl Cridge attended the Illi- 
nois Conference of the International Brother- 


hood of Electrical Workers at Springfield. 
August 6, 1944. He was very enthusiastic 
about the very fine speech given by Brother 
Joseph Keenan of WPE, 

This local has 69 visiting Brothers working 
in its Jurisdiction* These Brothers are pri- 
marily from 134, 1031, and 713 in Chicago, 
23b in Streator, III.; 184 in Galesburg, IB*; 
L* U. 1 in St* Louis, Mo.; 196 in Rockford, 

111.; 702 in West Frankfort, ML; Local 17C 
in Joliet* III,; Local G80 in Fond du Lac, Wis.. 
and Local 547 in Lincoln, Nebr. 

We all learn by the exchange of ideas and 
these Brothers who are visiting us have 
helped built the Seneca Shipyard, which is 
our biggest job* from a prairie com field to 
a world renowned shipyard* 

All the members who had one year seniority 
in the shipyard received a vacation of one 
week with pay. Thin was an unexpected 
treat hut wiB pay the company big divi- 
dends because the men had a chance to get 
their nerves back in shape with that week 
away from the noise and are making the 
pro(luction records show the gratitude they 
feel. 

R. J. Men ALE* P* N. 


L* U. XO* 353, Editor: It is be- 
TOHOXTO, ONT. coming more evi- 
dent each day thin 
there is no level to which the opponents of 
organized labor will not sink to further their 
own schemes. 

At the time of writing, their latest plan 
18 an attempt to incite ihe men overseas into 
indignation at the number of strikes and 
raises in pay* etc., that unions at home are 
supposed to be engineering. 

U is peculiar to me that the governments 
of our two countries take such pains to 
insure that our fighting men do not receivi^ 
propaganda that ivould influence their voting 
at election time anti yet overlook such an 
obvious scheme to divide the ranks of our 
service men. Could it be that there is some- 
thing deeper than mere politics in their 
plans? I think so. 

I don^t know just how many copies of ihi* 
Journal are received by our members over- 
seas but I would ask the women folk of our 
Brothers to make sure hifl copy is forvcardeil 
to him* It will contain truthful evidence, 
not vicious propaganda, of our desire to main- 
tain or improve our conditions and his nt 
home* Help him to be prepared so when the 
yellow section of the press screech and squeal 
to him of how the men on the homefront are 
letting him down and taking advantage of 
the soldiers’ ab.se nee from the labor market 
to hi-jack the poor manufacturer into ab- 
normal wages and ridiculous conditions, he 
will recognize it for the slimy trick it is. 

You members overseas, by virtue of your 
past experience in union organizations* know 
of the fight you used to have to keep public 
opinion on your aide during negotiations for 
better wages for the job you too seldom got. 
The bogie-man of communism was used then. 
The veneer of patriotism is used now. 

I know it must be hard for a man up to 
hia ankles in mud or driving through clust 
and exploding shells, lying in foxholes or 
fioating around in an oily sea to think kindly 
of hia pals back home working and sleejiing 
in safety, but* if you must condemn us, make 
sure you have the true facts* not something 
that was told you when your emotions were 
aroused due to the heat of battle. 

You will be told of a shipyard strike in 
Canada; you will not be told that the opera- 
tors of the yard refused to obey the Na^ 
tional War Labor Board ruling. You will 
be told of coal miners striking for better 
conriitlona underground; you will not be told 
of over 59 men trapped in a burning mine 
because of violations of these conditions. 
Many of the strikes you hear about and set. 


OCTOBER, 1344 


3B3 


piictures of, are called without the sanction qf 
•he local unions; aome are brougrht about by 
men not qrganii^ed at alt Ail of them are 
publicized and distorted by those who have 
their own sinister reasons for so doin^, U is 
not done to help the country because we are 
the country; you in your foxhole and duifout 
and we in the factory and mines. If they are 
able to clivide us now, heaven help us alb 
To all soldiers, sailors ami airmen. God 
^peed your safe return that you may judKf 
•or yourselves. J, NTifTLAND^ P. S- 


L. V. NO. 129, flditor: Some of 

NASnV^ILLK* US oid-tiriEcra itre 

TENN, reminded that La- 

bor Day dates ns far 
“mck as the 18th century and the celebration 
if Labor Day on the first Monday in Septem- 
ber was inaui^urated by Knights of Labor in 
INK2. Colorado passed the first law in 1887 
making Labor Day a Segal holiday. Since the 
rirsl: labor congress in Europe the first day of 
\lay has been set aside as Labor Day in most 
hluropean countries. 

At the insistence nf organized bibor the 
-dght-hour law waa passed by the Feileral 
Government in lbl2. Labor has fought long 
inri hard for niaiiy of the ruXorrna now iti 
^iTcft. So stop, look, and listen, on this great 
lay of labor. It's your day to take stock of 
he many blessings that we w*ho carry a union 
nrd enjoy. 

Tour scribe has heen confined to the hos* 
:nlal this past month having been under the 
■inife of a skilled surgeon. This accounts for 
)ur not writing you good Brothers last 
nonth. Please excuse us this time. We wUh 
o thank Brothers Glasgow, Dugger, Dorris, 
Walker, Perdue. Purvis, Mitchell, Helinn, 
Parks* Green and Prim for their visits and 
!^ards while we were on the shelf. An old 
vlre-pateher does love to have the BruLliei& 
<rop in and give him a word of cheer. 

Well, finally Brother Ffarry Purvis and 
Hrother F. R. Mitchell w*ho have been in a 
•ace with old Doc Stork have landed. IPs a 
Tig boy at Harry *3 house and, honestly fel- 
ows, it is a nine and one-half pound girl 
it Mitch's. Congratulations, boys. I know you 
ire proud of the new additions. Just give our 
dgjir to Rrnt.her Wright aa we know he 
vill enjoy it. 

The Brothers at the new Columbia JoIj 
i^eport progress and tell us that it ia a goml 
jfiinn Job in every way, a smooth- running 
nttfit. Some of the good Brothers are in doubt 
IS to how' Brother It. Green got to Columbia 
ast week after leavirig (?) the bus. Were 

0 u V d ogs so re , B ro th e r ? 

Had a nice letter from Brother Paul Pyle 
vbti ia way down h'lorida way. We hope 
ibiul is in the land of sunshine and fl owners 
uir the winter at least. Don’t forget to write 
mr Brothers in service. They need those 
eUers. 

We are informed that a good attendance 
was at the meeting last session and this b 
-•ncou raging news to all good union Brothers. 
Keep it up boys and the habit of attending 
ill the meetings will grow on you. Your 
union needs your support. Now wc dose and 
’■ay, long live labor and brotherhood. 


L^boh Day is more than just another first 
vionday in September. IL means more than 
ust a day for which wo receive double pay or 
in opportunity to lake our family to the park 
or a picnic, 

AkptHKR L.ahor Day is here and we pause 
o pay tribute to those workers who have 
ifone before, those who have worked long 
inrl faithfully for the cause of the men and 
wttmen who make their living by the sweat 
'tf their brow's, 

B '(OTHER fioon ia a w'ord men sw'eat for. 
deed and die for, aful abed tears for, an iri- 


tornational brolhet lofud of workera, an honor 
to be a part of. a privilege to fight for. 

O.'J our shou biers falls the burden of carry- 
ing on the gallant fight for the cauae of 
labor and its champions to follow. Ever 
onward, labor. 

Revehsr not your steps but fight on for a 
high standard of living for those ive hold 
dear to our hearts and for the right to 
uphold the royal banner of brotherhood. 

B. K. WlLUAMKON. !\ S. 


L. U, N(K 449, tAtitor: Please 

POrATELlA). publish the follow- 
ing tetter from one 
of our members in 
the armed services. We feel that this letter 
is outstanding in lh« LbuUghts it expressCB, 
and we are proiitl to have this man for a 
member. 


WelL Pm out of "Boot" at lant, imd home 
on a LS-diiy leave. Boy, does it feet goodf 

My military card is here, and T appreciate 
it a lot, fellow's. Makes a man feel good to 
know his local h still behind him, even if 
they can't get e chance to tell him so. That’,'^ 
what I call real union Brotherhood, 

Well, fellows. 1 got a good deal out of 
the Navy. I am electrician’s mate, second 
class, base pay Sfifi a month. That makes 
about SI 80 a man lit, wtLh pay a ml allowaTices. 
So that isn’t bad at all. It beats the Army 
all to hell, anyway. 

Don’t feel sorry for me. iVe no taxes, no 
rationing, no gas, no doctor bills, no dentist's 
hills, no auto expense, no clothing expense, 
no union dues, no tools, no traveling ex- 
pense, and in fact, not a drnined thing to 
worry aiiout. 1 sure sympathize with you prior 
civilians (and would give my right eye to 
be with you In your struggles). 

While Pm gone f expect you boys to keep 
the scale up and conditions good. ! f you have 
to strike to do it, go ahead. Don’t strike 
over just any foul thing, but if you have 
to strike, make it good. Rest assured we fel- 
lows will understand. We know* you -well 
enough to feel you can be dependeil upon 
to use good judgment and common sense in 
your administrnlion of union affairs. If you 
don't, you lie t ter quit. 

I've sure got a soft spot in my heart for 
No. 449. It’s II swell local and a fine bunch 
of fellows. 

Things over here are sort of rushed again. 
They wrant Ei,009 men for the shipyards and 
other places. Don't know w'here they will get 
them, though. Construction is jugt about 
shot, too. However, there are n few small 
Jobs going. 

The w'oalher is nice again, after a cobl. 
wet spring. Give my regards to the hoys. 
Goodbye ami good luck. Don't forget to 
w'rite. 

Eddy G. McKennev, 

F.M 2/c U.S.N. nn (SRV) 
1022 South 60th Street, 
Tacoma 8, Washington. 

A. Hoy Fi.AGtJin, P. 8. 


]j. IL Nn. 174, Editor* We notice 
.MEMI’ULS, TKNNL with pleasure there 
is much printer’s 
ink being splashed, telling about awmrds to 
25-year men. We should keep these men in 
mind more doacly. They are the Brothers 
who took the rap when going was most 
difficult. We have a few men here w'ho carry 
cards that arc very dry, and frayed at 
the corners. 

1 suppotso all locale are stnppefl of their 
young men just now. B-474*s average work- 
man's age !» now over 40 years, Wc think 
we have a record here of some sort. 


Buck in the days of long ago a Mrs. Motley 
married a Mr. McGoldrick. Mrs. Motley at 
that time had two lads. Bob and John. Thi& 
union brought forth two more boys^ Arthur 
and Jim. Now they have more relatives Ihart 
a Ib^year-old rabbit. 

This Motley- McGoldrick elan boasts seven 
members in B-474. all of whom are in service, 
or working for the war effort. The oldest of 
the clan are Brothers Bob Motley, age 69 
years, and John Motley, age 67 years. Bob 
Motley was one of our charter members. 
However^ he was out a while operating an 
electric sign shop. Then there is James Mc- 
Goldrick, age 48 years, and K. L. Motley, age 
44 years, who has been financiul secretary 
of B-474, for a tong period of time. 

Arthur McCJoldrick deceased has t%vo sons 
in the service, Brother John iVIcGoldnck and 
Brother Arthur McCfoUhickH Jr., in the Air 
Forces. The youngest member is another son. 
Brother Bobby McGoldrick, who followed hi& 
father’s wishes and became a member at the 
age of 17. 

The reporter from down on the Levee. 

"Dakkv Mae." 


L, U, NO, 508, EiUtor: At thi 

SAV^\NNA1L GA. regular meeting of 
Local Union oU8 on 
July 13, the new* officers for the next tw'o 
years w'Ore installed. The installation cere- 
mony was conducted by one of our past 
presidents, V. B. Duggar. The entire shite oi 
officers had been elected by acclamation in 
June, there being no opposition. They are: 
President, C. J. See; vice president, R. L 
Horton; financial secretary and business 
manager, W. L. Ferrell; recording secretary^ 
C. S. Westcott, and treasurer, S. L. White- 
hurst. 

We are more than pleased that in these 
busy times a membership as large as our.s wa5- 
not distracted from the business of doing its 
utmost to help wdn the war, by a political 
campaign. 

We believe that before the two-year term 
of the present officenj expiiu, the world will 
he at peace again, and are making plans ac- 
cordingly, However, we are a bit scepticUi 
of many of the postwar plans offered by 
well-meaning government agencies, industrial 
executives* professional economists, etc. You 
Bee, we went through the reconstruction 
period of the last w'ur ami we remember 
vividly what happened then — the bitter fight 
made against, organized labor by the forces 
of greed, the planned defiatbrnnry period, 
with the resultunt bankruptcy of individuals 
ant! small business firms. We have no valid 
reason to believe otherwise than that history 
will repeat itself. So we are confining our 
postwar plana to two fundamentals: namely, 
indoctriniiting our members with the real 
spirit of unionism and advising them to save 
every dollar they can and invest in war 
bondfl. We know this ia one plan that is 
foolproof. 

Everything in our iunsdiction is running 
smoothly. Of course, problems arise that re- 
quire a lot of attending to by Business Man- 
ager Ferrell and his assistants. But with ap- 
proximately 2,000 members scattered over a 
distance of as much as 100 miles In some di- 
rections from Savannah, various questions 
arise. However, we have kept our "no strike 
pleilge” and expect to continue to do so, 

A. W. Temot, P. S. 


L. U. NO. 607, Editor: The bien- 
SHAM OK IN, PA. nial election of offi- 
cers of L, U. No. 
607 resulted in the following staff of officers 
being installed: President, Orville A. Robbins; 
vice prestilent, Russel Ringley; recording gec’ 
Tctnry. Harold R. Ogden; financial secre- 
tary, Francis M. Evans; treasurer, George P. 
Bartos; business manager, Andrew M. Klick; 
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VICIORV thru 
KNOWIEBCE 

Every iiossible cnnduit bend can be 
desi(?ned in a feiv minutes to exact 
fit berore starttng the manual work. 

S Your Energy hy learning to 
bend pipe to exact measurement 

A MATERIAL by NOT making 
bends for the junk pile 

y Your JOB by being more 
efBelenl 


Your MONEY by aeetiring a 
^ copy of 



By JUAN BOASi Inatruetnr 
Gumpera Trade IL S„ N. 

Now during emergency $1.00 

Mail coupon and >L O. to 


J. BOAS, 2054 E. 47th St., 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Please send copy of “i\ C* B.** 
Name 


Addrena 


executive board, Clarence O* Yeager; Alex* 
ander Jacoaki, C. Lester Mangle, Henry F, 
Waldvogel, Michael P, Sickora* 

Much interest was displayed in this election 
and the meetings at which nominations and 
election were held attracted record gather* 
ings of members* It was the opinion of several 
members that elections should be held oftener 
in order to induce members to attend our 
business sessions. 

Our president, Orville A. Robbins, has re- 
ceived a medal from Rigga-Distleri Inc., for 
the part the Electrical Workers contributed 
to the safety program at the Cherokee Ord- 
nance Works without a single lost time acci- 
dent over a nine-month period, 

Harry L* Sharp, white on furlough from 
Camp Woltera, Texas, and Vance W* Deaner, 
now at Biggs Field* Texas, were welcome 
visitO<rs at the Cherokee Works. Jack Ormo, 
now in the Navy, found time lo get into town 
for several days while his ship w^as docked, 

Jess Taggart picked up his tools and left 
for F*earl Harbor, to help his Unde Sara in 
Hawaii, 

Our entertainment committee, composed of 
Andrew M, Kllck, Clarence 0, Yeager and 
Andy Slodysko, are to he commended for 
the splendid arrangernenta and the success of 
the annual picnic. The members, their w'ivea 
and kiddies, visiting members from local 
unions in Ilasileton, Easton, Wilkes-Barre and 
Philadelphia* heartily enjoyed themselves on 
a fine day at an ideal picnic grove with eats, 
refreshments and music, F. Robert Phillips 
came up from the U. S, N. T, C*, at Bain- 
hridge* Maryland, in time to attend the 
picnic* William J. Hopta, stationed at Bolling 
Field, Washington, D. C,, also managed to 
take advantage of a few hours to attend the 
party* 


With best wish"!' to our boys in the services 
and for their safe and happy return. 

F, M, Evans, F. S. 


L. U* NO, fill, Fdifor; Thia let* 
ALBUQUKRf^JE, ter is intended to 
N. MP]X* encourage y n u n g 

members and ap- 
prentices to take an interest and ii part in 
the activities of their local unions* 

The constitution provides that "apprentices* 
helpers and groundmen may or may not have 
a voice and vote at local union meetings or 
elections as the local union decides." I*. U* Xo. 
fill holds that they may have a voice ami 
vote. 

Apprentices should be encouraged to take 
a part in discussions or to bring up questions 
of interest whenever the}^ wish* The labor 
movement needs men who can get on their 
feet and talk and the sooner they get started 
the better they will be. 

The following stories of two good union 
men f known personally to the writer In the 
days of their union activities), who*^e first 
steps in learning to express themselves before 
gatherings of people were made in union halls 
and who later became prominent, are inter- 
esting. 

Judge George R, Craig never dreamed of 
being anything but a good union machinist 
until he was jailed twice for exercising his 
conaUtutionaf right of free speech and free 
assemblage after walking out of the Santa Fe 
shops in Albuquerque on a strike *^pril 28, 
Ift04. His experiences during the strike in- 
terested him in law* He studied law and four 
years later was admitted to the New Mexico 
State Bar, He was police judge 12 years, chair- 
man of the Republican central committee eight 
years, state district attorney four years and 
United States district attorney four years. 
He is listed in Who's Who, a member of the 
American Bar Association and has a permit 
to practice before the U* S* Supreme Court. 
He now baa a very successful law business in 
Albuquerque and is proud of the way he got 
his start. 

Edward B* Swope was a member of the 
I. B. E. W. With the help of the Union and 
hla ability to talk gained in the union* he 
was elected alderman and eventually became 
mayor of Albuquerque. He served con*<iecu- 
tively as state land commissioner, warden 
of the New Mexico State Penitentiary* then 
warden of the Federal prison at McNeals 
Island, Washington, where he made a repu* 
tation for himself nationally as a progressive 
and humane warden. From McNeals Island 
he was promoted to the Federal penitentiary 
at Terre Haute, Indiana, when it was new 
and first put into operation, a position he 
now holds. 

Young members should cultivate an interest 
In the things the union stands for. in the 
social conditions in their country and in other 
countries for comparison* in economics and 
politics. Read your Journal and attend your 
meetings. Take a part and you will learn to 
enjoy it and it is all for your own good. Your 
union needs you and you need your union* 
James Mehrifield, F* S* 


L. U. NO* fi77, Much 

CIUSTOBAL, a Z. water has gone 
through the locks 
of the canal since this local has had a news 
item in the Worker. The fault is all mine; 
nevertheless this local has carried on to the 
best of its ability* and ive have a legitimate 
record that we will allow to be adfled to but 
not detracted from by anyone. 

The results of our recent election are as 
follows: Bill Nessler. president; C* Van 

Gieson* vice president; Art Lane, recording 
secretary; Bert Ty deman, financial secre- 
tary; Paul Furr, treasurer; executive board: 
E* Parker, T* Hagwood, H. F. Darby, Earl 


Cassell and Walter AY'agner; examining 
board: !>. Danaher, E. Pierce, J. Betts* H. 
Darby and E, Parker. 

We give you a list of our members in the 
service of our country: R* 0. Anderson, H, F. 
Chappell, W. E. Dougherty, G. K. Gormley. 
R. H* Graham. L. R. Grimn, R. E, Hicks, W, 
Keepers, A, J* Kuenz, J. C. Lunetta, G. D. 
Pooie, M* L. Reed, J. Rheney, L* M* Root, C. J. 
Sassnrn. J. R. Snyder, Jr*, F* B, TurbeviUe. 
Jr., A. B. Wi Ilians and R. E* Stade. 

The best of luck to each of you wherever 
you may be* and remember as the war goes so 
goes the big ditch* If and when this issue of 
the Worker catches up with you drop us a 
line* fellows* 

Several months ago Oliver LaPointe* one 
of our most active membera and former 
treasurer, retired from the canal service, Hp 
is greatly missed, but our loss is San Fer- 
nando Valley^s gain* The last time J saw him 
he said, "I'm packing my tools and going tc 
stay,'' 

C* T. SwivARlNnEN, B. M. 


L. U* NO. fi83* Ndlfor: Well, here 

COIiUMBUS* OHIO we are breaking 
into print at last 
with the usual P* A* stuff. 

Our recent election was held, resulting in 
title change* except in the executive board, 
Worthington, Davies and Conroy being re- 
placed by Frank Christel* Brownie Lang and 
Dick Fisher, and an old-timer, Billy Me 
Donough, to recording secretary. 

With the fully capable skipper and crew 
that we now have* the "Gooil Ship 683” should 
have fair sailing for two more years at least. 

At present, we have approximately 60 per 
cent of our members working out of the juris* 
diction in various parts of the country* and, 
of course* we have our quota of boys at the 
front in all parts of the globe. 

To these* we send greetings and hope thf 
Journal finds its way into some of the campr 
and ships, that the boys may know we are 
still with them and that time will be soon 
when we will hear them answer here, instead 
of answering to bugle call* 

Work at present in this area is somewhai 
aketchy, but our hopes are that, with the 
release of required materiala, projects alread> 
applied for, may be started and we can recall 
to "good old Columbus town” the boys ouf 
there. 

Thanks to all the local unions in the YariQU!« 
parts of the country in which our member*; 
are now, or have been, working* for the cour 
tesy shown them, 

E, F* Pappy Welker, F. S. 


L. U* NO* 697, Editor: Local No. 

GARY-HAMMOND, 697 has just com- 
IND* pletcd a large con- 

struction job on 
which "safety first" took precedence over all 
else. Our men won first prize in the safelv 
contest and got special mention from the Na- 
tional Board of Safety Awards. 

Many times we felt that some of the safety 
rules were silly, but in the end it more than 
paid off in the small ratio of accidents on iIn 
job. The result is that w'e are ttll more safetj 
minded than we ever wore* 

Suggestion: Let ua have a few safety ruloh 
written into our by-laws and contractor 
agreements, especially as regards worn-out 
ladders* bum Hickeys and other rotten equip- 
ment. 

We were all shocked by the sudden death of 
Brother Roy YVhiteman, who prssed away at 
his home recently; our sympathy bo his im- 
mediate family. 

Brother Whiteman had been in poor health 
for years due to being gassed in World YVar 1. 
Rest in peace, Roy* 

Our busy husfness agent. Bill McMurray 
recently made a week-end trip up north and. 
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combining business with fishing* caught a 
few ^*big ones''* and came home and told a few 
big ones! 

GoTernor BHcker* Republican vice presi- 
dential candidate, has been flirting with John 
L. Lew-is and his block of miner voters* He also 
will be pleased to have the support of the 
blatant Gerald L* K* Smith, w'ho, if he had 
his way* would have this country dominated 
hy the Hitler gang. 

If I remember rightly, it was the owner, 
Colonel McCormack, of the well known Chi- 
cago propaganda sheet, w^ho fairly foamed at 
the mouth when ^'Jaw'n L.” and his voters sup- 
ported RoosevelL 

My, my. Colonel, what is wrong? Surely 
the G. O. P. would not be contaminated by 
the votes of a lot of coal miners* 

H, B, FrxTWEU., P. S* 


L* U* NO, 728 Editor: What I 

FORT cannot understand 

LAUDERDALE, these days is that 
FLA. day in and day out 

we see written in 
the daily press that the reason we arc behind 
in our schedule for supplies is lack of labor. 
We all know that our 1. O. is short of help, 
but I received my September Journal on 
August 25, which sort of shows the old em- 
ployer alibi up as baloney. Perhaps our 
Journal staflf could give some of our supply 
experts a few pointers on how to do it. 

It won’t be long now until Florida will vote 
on the most radically anti-^labor bill ever 
presented, and while we have tried to fight 
this bill, known as Amendment 13* with what 
we had to fight with, I cannot say we have 
got results to any extent* The unions as a 
whole in Florida did not contribute to our 
educational and protective fund as they 
should have. We did not have the funds to get 
the proper publicity in the press to support 
our side of the question. The opposition spent 
thousands of dollars in advertisements telling 
the defr public the evils of organized labor* 
Attorney General Tom Watson^ the number 
one enemy of organized labor in ibis state* 
ran large display ads in every paper in 
Florida fat the dear taxpayers* expense, of 
course 1, hammering the unions, while "we 
lacked the funds to come back et him with 
our side of the question. The result was that 
thousands of voters who never saw Tom Wat- 
son or even heard of him before that time 
voted for him simply because day after day 
they saw his nice big display advertisments 
in the papers. 

Well* Tom Watson is right back in as at- 
torney general and is fighting tooth and nail 
to put this bill over. His latest move in con- 
junedon with the father of this bill is with a 
little shyster lawj'er who is also a member of 
our legislature from North Florida, They 
have formed another so-called association. It 
has the title of the Right-to-Work Amendment 
.Association. They failed to add ^'For Nothing** 
to that title. The association was formed by 
Tom Watson and the little shyster lawyer, 
State Representative Joe C- Jenkins, from 
Gainesville. They call it a tiebating society 
and they are working hard in North Florida 
to swing the farm and turpentine industry 
vote. 

Why we never got any support to defeat this 
bill from out of state sources is too hard for 
me. Don’t they realize that if this bill i.'! 
made a law in this state that they will have 
the same bill to fight in some states on the 
strength of the bill being in effect in Florida? 
f rIonT like to spread a wet blanket over our 
chances of defeating this bill* but it is my 
guess that unless the unions fight lOO per 
cent harder between now and the November 
election than they have in the past we are 
going to get the pants whipped off us* 

For the past year some of ug have been 
frying to impress on the union men that we do 


not have sufficient union members in thia 
state to defeat this bill and must depend on 
the friendly non-union voteT especially the 
female vote. It does not look like a hardship 
on the members to talk our side of the ques- 
tion to their neighbors and friends they meet 
in their daily travels, but they seem to assume 
a **let Gei>rge do it” attitude w'hich makes it 
duck soup for the opposition, and I still claim 
we union men as politicians are a fine bunch 
of shoemakers. 

Before the scribe from Local No. 349, 
Brother Tindell, attempts to criticize the 
sister local in the adjoining jurisdiction, he 
should at least know W'here the local is 
located. Local No. 72S has been in existence 
over 19 years and headquarters is and always 
has been Fort Lauderdale; not Hollywood, as 
be stated in his letter* While L. U* No. 349 has 
a higher wage scale than ours for the past 
three years our men have received $90.00 per 
week on our dog track, and I might inform 
Brother Tindeil that before many moons we 
expect to place our wage scale on a level with 
the Miami scale. Then our dog track and the 
new Gulf Stream horse track which is in 
our jurisdiction will pay the same scale as 
that of Miami. In the meantime we will try 
to struggle along without any outside advice 
on how to handle the affairs in our juris- 
diction. 

In conclusion, the home guards extend best 
wishes to the members of Local No. 728 on the 
road* 

A? ever, 

J. H* G*, P* S* 


I.. V. XO. 7B7, Editor: I wish to 
BATON ROUGE, report on Local No* 
LA. T67*s meeting* Tues- 

day, August 8, 1944. 
Members of L. U* No. 767 and L, U. No. 995 
joined together in an open meeting to im- 
press on members and non-members the prog- 
ress of A. F. of L. International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers in past months. 
We had a large crowd considering the rain- 
fall that fell previous to the meeting. Our 
first speaker of the day was Brother Bob Mid- 
dleton, business agent for pipe-fitters* He 
gave a very impressive talk on organized la- 
bor. He put it point-blank that unless all A. 
F. of L. crafts work hard and fast, the United 
Mine Workers might get a toehold on in- 
dustries in Eaton Rouge and vicinity and 
organize these plants. The majority of plant 
men don’t want U. M. W* But they have smart 
organizers and will stop at nothing to sign 
up a plant* The next speaker was Brother 
Serctus of the War Manpower Commission. 
He spoke on the same subject and made a very 
impressive talk. Our next speaker was 
Brother Percy Turner, business agent of 
boilermakers and iron workers. Brother 
Turner seems to be the type of man who can 
put up a fight for the rights of organized 
labor* 

Our next speaker was none other than D. S, 
Ingram, business agent of I. B. E. W, Local 
No. 995, Baton Rouge. Brother Ingram made 
a serious impression and said this should have 
been tlone a year ago. Brother Ingram said we 
are a little late, but even though he was not 
on the committee he would do all he could to 
help out in swinging the plants to the A* F. 
of Lh Brother Ingram has done some splendid 
work in Baton Rouge and you can depend on 
him for full cooperation. 

The business agent of L* U* No* 767 is 
none other than Brother J* D. Parker, who 
was newly appointed to work for L, U, No. 
767 and cooperate with Brother Ingram of 
L. U. No. 993, for the interest of A. F. of L. 
L B. E. W, 

Brother Williams* I. B* E* W* member, also 
president of Central Labor Council, made an 
impressive talk. Brother Williams spoke on 
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the rights of men to organize and the support 
giv^en by U. S. Government. 

Our last speaker of the evening was our 
financial secretary. Brother 0. M. Clark, who 
spoke on what the fighting men think of 
strikes and who was responsible. He said 89 
per cent of all strikes were pulled by C. L O. 
and U, M* W. and that seemed to be their 
first choice in a labor dispute. Brother Clark 
was very impressive and I hope he will in the 
future make more speeches in favor of organ- 
ized labor. 

Local Union No. 767 and the president. 
Brother L* J. Baudier, and officers wish to 
express their appreciation for the cooperation 
they received. Thanks. 

C. R. Hemphill, P. S. 


L. U, NO. 980, Editor: It seems 
NORFOLK, VA- that yours truly 
will continue to 
supply the Jol'BXAl with his meager informa- 
tion since President Norman has appointed 
him to the job of press secretary* This and 
future contributions will be in long hand in- 
asmuch as Brother Paul Harris received the 
typewriter along with the office of recording 
secretary. 

We have a very happy report at this time. 
Formerly we rejected and protested a direc- 
tive of the Fourth Regional War Labor Board 
ordering cutbacks in over 150 w'age rates. We 
returned our contract to the board and they 
reversed their former order and gave us al- 
most exactly what we originally requested. 
Needless to say, this w'as satisfactory to the 
members and was immediately accepted. 

We now have eight locals on the properties 
of the Virginia Electric and Power Co. They 
are Nos* B-980* and B-1064, original V. E. 
£ P* Co. locals* and B-905, B-699, B-655, 
B-220, B-216 and B-279 of the former Virginia 
Public Service Co., which has been merged 
into the V. E* ^ P. Co. These V. P. S. Co. 
locals have been operating under contract for 
several years and we will appreciate the ad- 
vice of their experience. 

Our contract should expire on October 31, 
but we have proposed to extend it until 
March 31, 1945, in oriler to negotiate a 
blanket contract for all eight locals. We all 
realize that only by mutual and unselfish co- 
operation can we promote the best interest 
of all. 

I don’t recall having seen any correspon- 
dence in the Journal from our sister locals. 
How about it, fellows? Get your secretaries 
busy and let us know what is going on in 
your jurisdiction. 

On August 18 the company gave a safety 
banquet celebrating over 200,(]i(H} man hours 
worked in the past year without a lost- time 
accident. This was the Norfolk Electric Dis- 
tribution Department. We are all proud of 
this accomplishment and realize that it was 
attained only by complete cooperation of all* 
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That is what built our labor organization and 
what it will cake to maintain iL We still have 
a few employees who don^t believe In labor 
organization but they are alw£.ya ready and 
willing to accept the benefits secured by labor. 

This week the NLRB held an election at a 
local shipyard to determine a bargaining 
agent. The C. L 0* won a great victory over 
the A, F. of L. Fellows, it’s about time we 
awoke and read the handwriting on the wall. 
No structure can exist without maintenance 
and maintenance in labor organization means 
hard work and constructive efifort. Let us all 
continue to build for the future. 

And for the future the best of luck and may 
Cod bless you all. 

IT. C. Copeland, P. S, 


L, IL NO. 1217, Editors Congmt- 
ST, LOUIS, MO. ulationg to the 
JoLTRNAi for the 
August issue. It certainly contained a lot of 
food for thought. The article presented by 
Brother M. L. Ratcliff, L. U. No. B69. was ex- 
ceptionally fine and should bo read by every 
card-carrying Brother. Also enjoyed was the 
very newsy report on radio happenings on 
the West Coast by the press secretary of 
L. U. No. 48. 

At the regular meeting of L. U. No. 1217, 
August 4, approved contract renewals were 
reported between the union and two St. Louis 
recording companies. The meeting was fairly 
well attended considering the fact that it was 
the yearns hottest day so far. Brother Vernon 
Fish, Jr.p who was recently inducted into the 
Navy, w'as up to visit with the boys. Brother 
Fish is training at one of the Navy^s special 
radio schools and was called home where Mrs. 
Fish presented him with a brand new baby 
daughter. Our congratuations and best 
wishes to alU It is reported also that Brother 
Ralph Barnett, of WEW, is the proud father 
of a new daughter. This is Brother Barnett’s 
third (all daughters) and we wonder if he’s 
trying to give Eddie Cantor a bit of com- 
petition or merely getting himself a squad of 
W.^CS or WAVES assembled for the next 
war? Anyway, our congratulations, Ralph! 

W. P. Ludgate, P . S . 


L, U. NO, 1257, Editor: Greetings 
DALLAS. TKXAS from way down 
"deep in the heart 
of." Wo are very proud to announce that the 
National War Labor Board has approved a 
new wage agreement between Local No. 1257, 
Dallas, Texas, and radio station KRLD, The 
increase is for 16 cents per hour, bringing the 
total to $1-25 for a 40-hour workweek. 

At our .lune meeting the members grabbed 
Brother T. G. Barnes and turned him upside 
down and shook him (joke!) finding that we 
had more money than we need at the present 
time. After a very brief discussion it was 
voted that War Bonds be purchased in the 
name of the local. 

I’m quite sure that a large majority of the 


locals are buying bonds. But are all of them? 
Think it over. I'm almoat positive that not all 
of the money in the local's treasury is needed 
for the immediate future- How about buying 
War Bonds with the surplus? We union men 
get a lot of adverse publLCity — -this la one 
more way of showing that we are behind our 
men 101 per cent. Just another of the many 
things that are already being done by uniona. 

Well, vacations are over down here, so it's 
"hi-ho, and back to work we go" — with but 
one purpose in mind. That'a to get the next 
50 weeks over as soon as possible so we can 
spend another glotloua two weeks at home — 
tioing nothing, except, ’well, maybe helping 
the little woman can all those peaches, beans, 
tomatoes, etc. Take Brother Jack Davis, for 
instance. Ho scoured the countryside and 
canned 83 quarts of peaches. As for the rest. 
Brother Davie says it*s a civilian secret. 
There’s only one thing for certain, so he 
states in a very forceful manner — on the 
nights I work the maintenance shift with him 
— all that fine grub is to be left home. He’s 
goirtg to bring small portions only and let 
me watch him enjoy it. 1 think several of the 
members have been trying to wheedle dinner 
Invitations, but none have met with any 
measure of success, 

As for the boys down at the studio; Brother 
Cecil Wallace, our very capable presitient, has 
become "Pappy/* It was a girl, who has been 
named Barbara. Both young Miss Barbara 
and Mrs. Wallace are doing nicely, thank you. 
But according to confidential sources, 1 don’t 
think Pappy can stand It again! 

And that, I think, Is all of the news up to 
the present, but, if I have skipped anything, 
there’s alwaj's next time. Until then, from 
deep in the heart of Texas — here’s wishing 
the best to all of you, from all of ub- 

JoNES P. Talley, ,Tr., P. 5. 


L. U. NO. 1357, Editor: This is 
HONOIAILU, the first time that 

H. AW A 11 Local Union No. 

1357 has broken 
into print. We are the youngest local In 
the Hawaiian Islands, but don’t let our age 
fool you. We were established July I. 1!>43, 
and were given Jurisdiction over telephone 
workers in the Hawaiian Islands. 

Since that time we have extended our or- 
ganization to all of the islands and no’w have 
all the Mutual Telephone Company under 
agreement. To give you some idea of territory 
(sirtce most of the people on the mainland 
think of the Hawaiian Islands as the one little 
Island of Oahu), In order to reach all of our 
unitg It is necessary to travel approximately 
700 miles by air. 

The southerTimost end of our jurisdiction 
is the Island of Hawaii, the largest of the 
Ha’waiian group. Here our members maintain 
25.000 telephones and service the complete 
island- On Ihe talimd of Hawaii, we have 
snow-capped peaks, and there ts an active ski 
club in Hilo. The highest peak on the island 
13 over 13,000 feet, and there is plenty of 
snow- We are told that some of the best 
skiing in the world is found here. 

We also boast of one of the largest cattle 
ranches under the American flag. This is the 
famous Parker Ranch. 

Coming north, we have a unit at Maui. This 
unit services the Islands of Maui. Molokai and 
Lanai. Maui is principally agricultural, but 
there are several very prosperous cattle 
ranches. Lanai Is prindpally pineapple coun- 
try and most of the island is owned by the 
Hawaiian Pineapple Company. 

Molokai is probably better known on the 
mainland for its large leper colony which was 
founded by Father Damien, who lived and 
worked with the people of the colony until he 
eventually contracted the disease and died a 
few years ago. His body ’was returned to 
Belgium, his native land. 



Further north, you hit the principal islanc 
of the Hawaiian group, which la one of thi' 
smaller, Oahu. This Is where Pearl Harboi 
and Honolulu are located. Here our mem lie r- 
ship services over 50,000 phones, including Ib^ 
Trans-Pacific System. Our members takf 
great pride In the trans-oceanic service fron 
the Islands, end the main reason Is because wt 
were active in the early experiments and sav 
our efforts bear fruit. Now you can call ant 
part of the world from the islands as easil? 
as you can make a call from any city in thr 
mainland to a suburban town. 

Our jurisdiction ends in the north on Kauaj 
Island, where we service over 2,000 phonch 
This island is principally engaged in agricul 
ture and has considerable potential hydro 
electric poiver which is now under develop 
ment- 

We have spent a lot of words telling yoi- 
about the islands. If the editor doesn't cut ui- 
short, we will give you a little history of out 
organization. 

We first organized the Island of Onhu anr 
negotiated an agreement December 31, 1043. 
Later, we started organization on the big 
island and signed an agreement covering th^ 
employees of this island- Then we extended 
our organization to Maui and Kauai. They 
are both now under agreement. 

Signing of these agreements increased tht 
pay and bettered the working conditions of 
the telephone employees of the Hawailar 
Islands far beyond what we ever expected 
However, we are not stopping there, becaust 
if we do not now have the best tele p ho n* 
agreement under the LB. E. W., we will have, 
or know the reason why. 

We are the first labor organization in th# 
Hawaiian Islands to extend our organizatitn 
to all of the islands and believe that we haw 
one of the best agreements that was evei 
signed in this territory. 

Most of the credit must go to the hard- 
working officers. Spearheading this group wa? 
Solomon Aki. president. He was assisted b^^ 
John Rapozo, chairman of the Kauai unit. 
Louis Miranda, chairman of the Oahu unit. 
Henry Kalehuawehe, chairman of the Maui 
unit, and Samuel Stevens, chairman of the 
Haw’alian unit. 

We would like to hear through the Jouhnai 
from some of the other telephone locals about 
their wages and working conditions, or if 
you have anything which you feel would b# 
of special interest, or if there is any informa- 
tion about our agreement w'hich you would 
like to have, contact Solomon Aki, 50 South 
Queen Street, Honolulu, HawaiL 

We expect to have other articles in th« 
JODKNAL, and we will try to give you "main 
landers" a better picture of the islands. 

Press Sechetauy 


L, U. NO. 138ft, Editor: ThU will 

MASSON, QUE. announce the ar- 
rival of another 

blessed event among ihe Brotherhood, 1 an, 
referring to L. U. No. NB-1388. of Masaou 
Quebec, a baby in size but a lusty one. and 
w'e are proud of ourselves. L. U. No. 1388 wa> 
formed to look after the interests of tht 
employees of the MacLaren-Quebec Power 
Company, Ltd., and since its inception hat 
taken under its wing the ekctrical depart 
ment of the James MacLaren Company, 

We received our charter on May i7, 1944 
and concluded an agreement with the power 
company on August 23, 1944, to the mutuu 
satisfaction of both parties- This we are tohi 
constitutes some sort of record, but it woulr 
not have been possible to get such quick actior 
without the untiring and courteous support 
we received from Brother H. C. "Nig" Tracy 
w^ho organized us and put through our agree* 
ment with the company, and Vice President 
Ingles, who met the management when we 
first presented our demands. Both Brother 
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Tracy and Brother Inglea made a most favor- 
able impression on the management as re- 
garde to themselves and the I. B. E, W* in 
general. 

We also take this opportnnity of expressing 
our thanks to all those who assisted us in 
getting started and especially for the co- 
operation we received from L, U. No, B-1039^ 
of the Gatineau Power Company. We are only 
hoping for the chance to reciprocate and assist 
any others whenever we can. 

Richard B. Chapman, F. S. 
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BILL WOULD ERECT 

(Continued from page 370) 

V^arififion 
ttt feet 

Pierre,^ South Dakota 13.3 

Sioux City» Iowa 22.5 

Kansas City, Missouri 34.6 

States Tma^hedt The Missouri River passes 
through or touches seven states: 

Montana Nebraska 

North Dakota Kansas 

South Dakota Missouri 

Iowa 


RECONVERSION 
(Continued from page 354) 
are thus realized, approximately haD the 
profits are used to produce more goods. 
In fact, it is the established, approved, 
and under the present system the neces- 
sary, practice of the various industries 
to distribute only part of the realized 
profits and to use the rest, in one ^vay or 
another, to increase capital. Thus the 
flow of goods which consumers must buy 
if business is to prosper increases more 
rapidly than the flow of money to con- 
sumer. 

"Furthermore, even if producers disbursed 
all their profits and all other income, and 
even if they acted promptly enough — which 
is Lmpoasible since profits cannot be distri- 
buted until after they are realized — there 
would still be a deficiency of consumer 
buying; for consumers must save, and 
usually they save in ways which increase the 
output of industry. Thus a part of the 
corporate income which is received from con- 
sumers and returned to them, as wages, rent, 
interest, and dividends, is used by them not 
to purchase goods, but to bring about the 
production of more goods; and every dollar 
which is thus saved instead of spent increases 
the initial deficiency. 

"The home, the church, and the school 
unite with the banker and the economist in 
glorifying thrift; the precepts of Poor Rich- 
ard have become the maxims of the nation. 
No teacher is orthodox who does not extol 
saving; and no political platform is complete 
without a pledge to reduce expenditures. Only 
the much maligned merchants fail to join in 
the indiscriminate praise of thrift. And 
thrift, as it is usually taught, merely mealYs 
saving money instead of spending it. 

"What are savings for individuals, how- 
ever, are not necessarily savings for society. 
As our industrial order is set up, every man 
who saves money in certain ways sa%*e3 it 
at the expense of somebody else. The dollars 
which he refrains from spending are real 
savings for him, provided inflation does not 
sap their purchasing power; but they are not 
savings for the community, if production is 
curtailed because these dollars are not spent 
in consumption. For the individual a penny 
saved is a penny earned, but for society a 
penny saved is sometimes a penny lost. When, 
for example, a man saves fifty dollars instead 
of spending it for a rug, the net result is 
likely to be that one rug is not produced 
which otherwise would be produced; so that 
the community, far from gaining by his 
thrift, has In effect lost one rug. Evidently, 
then, although society cannot long live be- 
yond its income, society can suffer chronically 
from living below its income. The vice of 
individual over-spending has always been 
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condemned, and for the most part rightly 
condemned. It is time that we condemned the 
vice of social over-saving.” 


SHOULD UNIONS BE SINGLED OUT? 

(Continued from page 368) 

and hand the armature or rotor back to the 
doctor, lawyer or dentist and tell him to 
bring said armature to another electric shop 
for testing there would go forth to the world 
at large a cry about the injustice of the 
electrical industry — but for the M.D. and 
particularly for the self-titled specialist to 
make a simple urinalysis, no, that must be 
done by a separate electric shop and at a 
separate and additional fee. 

This word ‘'regulation" in so far as it 
refers to organized labor unions, is not the 
word generally meant. A great many people 
using the terra "labor union regulation" 
should be candid with themselves and speak 
that which is in their hearts. When the 
phrase "regulation of unions" is used what 
Is usually meant is the tearing down, the 
rending asunder, the oppression of organized 
labor, the actual physical destruction of labor 
unions so that the exploitation of labor may 
be complete and final. 

When war time strikes of organized labor 
are finally tabulated and the batting averages 
of attendance at duty figured, it will no 
doubt be found chat labor*s batting average 
will be dose to .99^3 and that is a higher 
batting average for attendance at duty, I be- 
lieve, than that of our Army due to ab- 
sences AWOL. 

Yes, there are some things that need regu- 
lation more than labor unions. In all fairness 
I wish to state that there are lawyers, dentists 


Ttie Journal of ELECTRICAL WORKERS and Opsralors 


ass 

and doctors^ as w^ll as members of other 
profess jonSp who by study, experience and 
type of practice ss well as by ability, are 
real specialists in their favored field and aa 
such tiro entitled to public recognition and 
the same is Just as true of members of other 
callings, 

HUMAN ASPECTS 
(Continued from page 371) 
separately. There is one Negro pastor in 
the united church ministry. The churchgoers 
seem to have one trait in common on the 
cultural level; that is in the enjoyment de- 
rived from Singing the old familiar hymns. 

The Vanport Hospital (capacity 150 beds I 
is operated privately by the Oregon Fhysi* 
cians Service. Bed, board, and nursing cure 
cost $5,25 per day. 

The Multnomah Board of Public Health* 
conducts a clinic and public health nursing 
service. No charge is made for diagnostic 
visits, but a maximum charge of one dollar 
for treatment is asked. 

In the fire department there are 45 fire- 
men, four motorized modern pieces of equip- 
ment, two auxiliary pumps, and several ad- 
ditional pieces. Since most of the buildings 
are frame buildings, fire is a constant haz- 
ard, whk'h adds to the insiahility of thd 
nerves of some folk. 
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As previously noted, many of the women 
are unused to electrical equipment. They 
will sometimes forget to shut off the Juice 
under the oven. leave a pan of meat on the 
stove and walk ouL to the store. If the 
grease comes aUa^e, a whole housing unit 
may go up in smoke. The fire chief enumer* 
ated the principal causes of fire as careless- 
ness, cigarette smoking, drunkcnnesst 
ignorance of electrical equipment. 

At the bead of the Vanport school sys- 
tem is Superintendent James T, Hamilton, 
a former professor of education at Reed 
College. 

There are 4,000 children in school. Schools 
are run on a double shift plan. In addition 
to the primary, intermediate and upper 
grade buildings, there are six separate child 
care centers, each accommodating 150 chil- 
dren, age two to five years. There are no 
' infant care centers. This brings some diffi- 
culties as women will leave their bublos with 
a neighboring woman while absent on job 
duty. The child care centers are operated 
seven days a week from G a. m. to 7 p. m. 
The fee is $1.00 per day. Five kindergartens, 
each accommodating 40 children five to six 
years of age. charge a fee of 50 cents a day, 
w?Kich mcludes lunch and snacks. 

Children of high school age are sent to 
Portland city schools; tuition is paid hy the 
federal government. Children w'ho have class 
work in the forenoon spend the afternoon 
in extended service. This is a most important 
phase of the school community which calls 
for highly specialized, versatile, mature 
teachers, health workers and specialists in 
recreation. 

Some of the teachers are equal to the de- 
mands which this unique situation evokes, 
others regard the venture as a “lark,*^ a 
few are “thrilled by the whole set-up.” But 
the majority of them are not converBant with 
the purpose and the possibility of the op- 
portunity; they lack resourcefulness, social 
vision, the experimental attitude. Even some 
of the principals and supervisors merely 
show their habituation to ordinary school 
routine. 

Mr. Hamilton is trying to run the schools 
on democratic principles. In thi.s effort he is 
well-supported by Dr. George V, Sheviakov, 
associate superintendent in charge of child 
guidance. The latter con Hue ted a (luestion- 
naire among the teachers which reveals the 
oulpahle shortcomings of our teacher-training 
colleges and normal schools. The teachers 
were asked to evaluate the effeetiveneaa of 
various procedures as contributing to an 
understanding of policies, problems and 
methods w^hich compose the operational 
framework of the Vanport school system. 
Among the categories were experience in dis- 
cussion groups, service on committees, mem- 
bership in teacher associations, individual 
conferences, etc. I quote a meaningful sen- 
tence from the Monthly Staff 5ulletin (March. 
1044): "A relatively large number of the 
staff have never participated in discussion 
groups.” And yet, w'e have been told that 
democratic altitudes were to issue from our 
unexampled schools of education I What have 
our teacher colleges been doing since the last 
World War which fought to make the 

worltj safe for dentocracy? Truly, os Pro- 
fessor Joseph Kinmont Hart has often said: 
^'V/ith little routine minds, nothing great 
can ever be achieved.” 

During my several visits to the schools. 
I availed mj'self of the school's cafeteria 
service* Meals were served for 25 cents and 
every child was allowed one vitamin A and 
D tablet. The meals were good — somewhat 
heavily weighted, as Is usual in Institutions, 
on the aide of starch. The service was clean 


and courteouB and friendly. The children 
were exiraordinarity well behaved. 

On my way to the cafeteria one noon 1 
encountered a jolly -looking little boy, 12 
years old, who acted ns Lrafflc monitor ir 
the hnllway, I asked him how he came 
feel so happy. “The girls here in Vanpori 
are so nice,” he responded with evident de- 
light. The little fellow came from Brooklyn 
New York* He wanted to know the object oT 
my visit. On the following day he hailed me 
and handed me a written piece of rhymi 
which he had composed in support of the war 
bond drive. Would I comment on the com 
position ? 

V'anport has no publicly eleeted mayor. 
Mr. J* L. Franien, an engineer from Oregon 
City, is general manager* 

If you ask a Portland real estate man, “What 
would you do with Vanport after the war?" 
he will nearly always answer, “Ra^e it to the 
ground.” The real estate crowd hopes that all 
who do not buy their over*priced, stumpy 
“parcels,” will “go back where they came 
from.” However* Uncle Sam has a more con- 
structive idea; he may use part of Vanpori 
as a rehabilitation and retraining center. 

Portland business men are enjoying tht^ 
colossal pa 3 ^roll which the Rooseveltian pro- 
gram has placed there. Anyone with anything 
to sell is coining money Jewelers, too, arc 
having their inning. Diamond rings are solo 
in briifel pairs on the installment plan 
Gossip had it that one newlywed after s 
month of so-called wedded bliss offered, to 
swap his “diamond” for a pair of boxing 
gloves. Gypsy fakers, fortune prophets, and 
astrologers are doing a telling business. On* 
may see a gypsy in many a doorway in tht 
less ullluont sections of town. All sorts of 
parasites and fakers seem always to polarize 
in places of concentration of work-people with 
paychecks, Portland is seeking escape in mart 
ways than through illuminating liquids. Sht 
has gone occult* Inquiry into several larg#« 
book stores revealed that books on occulttsn 
were the chief sales. One searches in vain for 
any regular postwar discussiO'n meetings or 
adult educational forums or any workers 
educational activity. 

The real estate sharps are busy victimiziny 
the unwary defense worker who would likf 
to remain on the coast. Public authority bar 
to step in to stop a group of the notoriaui- 
real estate racketeers from California whr 
purchased large tracts of worthless land in 
Oregon for a song and sold it to the wai 
workers at an inflated price. 

It is a pity that the stores, the cinema, tht 
hospital, the restaurarUs, could not have 
been organized as cooperatives or as straighi 
public enterprises instead of ns concessions 
to private profit-mongers* That is an educa- 
tional loss. 

In a conversation with one of Vanport V 
teachers I asked In the words of Walt Whit- 
man : 

“Where doth the great city stand?” The 
reader will recall his answer: "Where tht 
great men asd women dwell,” 

"Well.” said the little teacher, “we alec 
have some great persons here. Over there 
lives a state senator with his wife in a two- 
room flat, and he works in the shipyarcL Ed- 
ward Franzblau, of New York City, livep 
here. He gives piano recitals and work* in 
the shipyards by day. And there are others.” 

Rowever, the greatness of Vanport is not 
to be measured by one or more soloists whf 
enjoy a gleam of the spotlight, but the great- 
ness resides in the audience — the army of 
faithful workers determined to contributf 
their energy to the defeat of fascism abroad 
and, to the hope of a new and better deal at 
home. 
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WOM.AN’S WORK 
(Continued from page 3761 
is ni 3 t objectionable. Many women would 
undoubtedly be willing to return to it if 
offered fair wages and right conditions. 

The Women^s Bureau hopes to aid in 
the speedy and orderly reconversion by 
helping to build up good labor standards 
for all workers in all service trades 
throughout the country* 

The barriers which have been set up 
to keep women from the technical and 
professional fields are another real con- 
cern of the Women *a Bureau, according 
to Miss aiiller. Real advances have been 
made during the war by women in engi- 
neering, medicine, supervisory or per- 
sonnel work in industry and other scien- 
tific fields. Qualified women should be 
enabled to hold these advances. 

In spite of the threatened shortage of 
doctors after the war as a result of the 


reduced number of young men now study- 
ing in medical schools, there is no let 
down of the opposition to women who 
wish to make a career of medicine or 
dentistry. In Russia at the present time 
60 per cent of the doctoj's are women and 
90 per cent of the medical students are 
women. In England 20 per cent of the 
niedical students are women, but less 
than 10 per cent are admitted to medical 
schools in the United States. 

"The country admits that women have 
made nmgirificent contributions during 
the war and many sacrifices, too, so now 
as we plan the right systems of recon- 
version, retiaining, reemployment, and 
unemployment insurance let us include 
woman labor in the set-up/' pleads Miss 
Miller. 


NOTED EDnOH COMMENTS 

(Continued from page? 366)' 
ing to give enough of thc'r time to ac- 
quire the gi eater umter«lamiirig. Today, 


with the increasing problems of industry 
in production and distribution* with the 
awakening of public consciousness to 
questions of social relations^ we must 
have, not a few, but a majority of trained 
thinkers. This is highly important to 
future welfare^ growth, and development, 
for America will be just wliat we put into 
it. With all thy getting get understanding 
that with a better application of aasral 
and spiritual values guiding our deter- 
mination to create a better world in which 
to live^ America can, must and shall re- 
main the inspiration of this world to bet- 
ter things. 


IMPORTANT MEETINGS HEU) 
(Continued from pat^e 369) 
the war. But other substitute materials 
have not proved themselves as good as 
the oiigimil materials and therefore 
shtjuld be abandoned after the war. The 
same thing i.s true about methods of in^ 
staltation,'" 


/Iti^vaidlae 1^4UJ04t Sup/pJde^^ 



P^Uce Jlui 9*t Jla^u^ UaAd^etif 


Arre^trii, Otllcinl Notice of, per 100 Si. SO 

Aecoiml Ho«k, Treasurer's .90 

Book, i^lJoiiie for R. S, Z.Z5 

Book, Miiiiite for R. S, (larjire) - 3.00 

Book, Bav - --- 1,#3 

Book, Roll Call K30 

Cartoon for Receipt Books 

Charters, Biiplicate l.ftO 

(Tomplele Local Charter Outflt^^ £a.(Hi 

Const if lit Inn, per 100_,^,„,,„_..„.^„ 7-50 

SlfiRte copies ,10 

riecfrical Worker, Siibscrtption per 

year 2.00 

Envelopes, OlRcta], per 100 1.00 

T.atoels, Becalconiania (larj^e IW\ 
small I", fabriratlnf: I"), 

per 100 .20 

per l.OOO - — L50 

per 5,000 7.00 

per 50,000 OT.OO 

Lahels, Metal, per 100 3.50 

Labels, Paper, Neon, pur UUI *20 

Labels, Paper, per 100. .20 

Ijabels, Paper, lar^e sIkc for house 

wiring, per 100 *35 

Ledger, loose leaf binder Financial 
Seeretary's 26 tab index — ».S0 


I I.cdger paper to !H above ledger, 

per 100 — - 1.50 

I.edger, Fln.-innial Secrettl^y^s, lOfl 

pages 2-50 

Ledger, Financial Secretary's, 200 

pages 3*75 

Ledger, Financial Secretary's* 400 

pages k*O0 

(Extra Heavy Rinding) 
i.edger, UioKc-ieaf research, including 
tabs 12.30 


Ledger sheets fur above, per 100--...... 2*25 

Paper, Official Letter, per idO ,50 

Rituals, extra, each *25 

Receipt Hook, Applicants (300 re- 
ceipts) 1.15 

Receipt Book, Applicants (750 re- 
ceipts) 3*50 

Receipt Rook, Members (300 receipts) 1**5 

Receipt Book, Members (750 receipts) 3*50 

itcceipf Book, Mbcelianeous (300 re- 
ceipts) „**.,.,*.*. 1.75 

Receipt Rook, *Mlsccllaiteous (750 re- 
ceipts) 3*50 

Receipt Rook, Overtime assessment 

(300 receipts) 1*75 

Receipt Rook, Overtime assessment 

(750 receipts) 3.50 

Receipt Rook, Temporary (750 re- 
ceipts) 3.50 

Receipt Rook, Temporary (300 re- 
ceipts) - — 1*75 

Receipt Rook, Temporary (90 re- 
ceipts) - *75 

Receipt Rook, Financial Secretary's .25 

Receipt Rook, Treasurer’s^, *25 
Receipt Holders, Members' Leather 

Pocket, Folding, each _ ,35 

Receipt Holders, Members* Pocket. 
Celluloid, sold only in bulk, Small- 
est lot, 5ft ■ - , — 1*30 

Per 100 3.00 

Research weekly report cards, per 100 .10 

Seal, cut of 1.00 

Seal 5*00 

Seal (pocket) 7.50 

Traveling cards — free 


Withdrawal Cards, with Trans. Cds., 

per dozen .lo 

U arrant Rook, lor It. *30 

FOR E, W, B. .V. 

Hook, Minute 1..10 

charters, Duplicates ^ ..50 

ReinstatemenC Blanks, per lOO^, .75 

Constitution ant) By-f.aws, per lOO 7..50 

Single Copies *10 

Rituals, each ,25 

JEWi:i*UY 

No, 1— Co^d Filled Button Gilt Tie 

Clasp 1*»0 

No, 2^-10 kt. Gold l^ipel Bucton. 1.10 

No. 3*— Rolled Gold Pin (i'or tadles)— ,75 

No. 4 — Rolled Gold Lapel Biittuu., *75 

No* 5 — 10 kt* (iuld Riitton Rolled 

Gold Tie Clasp 1.75 

No* 6—10 kt. Gold Lapel Button 1.25 

No. 7—10 kt. Gold Lapel Button 1,75 

No. K^10 kt. Gold Buttou Riilleti 

Gold Tic ClasiL^ 2.2.7 

No* 11^—10 kt. Gold Badge of Honor 2,25 
No* 12—10 kl. Gold Kinblem; Rolled 

Gold Chain Tie Clasp 4*0b 

No* 13 — IVomen’s .Auxiliary Button.-** .50 
Jewelry not sent C. O. D* 


*Z5~year ^cruice buttuus are again 
auallabie, 

NOTICE: When pruseni ^upphcjs of em- 
blematic ^eujelry are exhausted, there toill 
be Tto more until the gauernment releases 
ncce&sorg metals. 


The abouc articles mill be supplied tuhen the requl^te amount a/ cash accompanies the 
order. Othenolse the order tofll not be Tucojjnized. Ail supplies sent by us hai/e postage or ex- 
press chorges prepaid. 



ADDRESS, G. M. BUGNIAZET, I. S. 

1200 Fifteenlfi St, N, W, Washington 5, l>, C* 


TN enlightened and emerging systems gone is the 
absolute power of individuals, of classes, or of groups 
of any and all sorts. Gone is the acceptance by the 
greater body of mankind of arbitrary authority for 
authority’s sake. Numbered arc the hours when violence 
holds sway, except as a means of preventing brutality 
and greater violence. Gone and going are all the old-time 
absolutisms in government and social organization. 
Gone are “divine rights” : gone is “might makes right” : 
gone is “human differences make wrong right”; gone 
is “gold makes right.” 

Gone is the silly cry that emotions, not reason, must 
govern the world, that there is and can be no rational 
order of the world, that there is only the status quo for 
those who happen to be dressed in a little brief 
authority. The emerging world will not make a 
mockery of the dignity of man or his advance to higher 
levels of life. It will not reject the general participation 
of men in the settlement of their common affairs, in 
the organization of consent as a basis of the common 
good and the realization of the human personality. 


— Charles E. Merriam. 


